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The freofile called Dissenters, in| 
England, enumerated and De- 
scribed. 


NDER the denomination 
of dissenters, all persons, 
ostensibly attached to Christian- 
ity, are included, who do not 
conform to the mode of worship 
established by law ; but their re- 
ligious views and habits are 
widely different ; as will appear 
by the names of classes into 
which they are divided. These: 
are Papists, Quakers, Presbyte- 
rians, Independents, Baptists, 
and Methodists. 

Of the two first itis unnecessa- 
ry to give a particular account 
inthis statement. The Writer 
of this article will, therefore. 
confine his attention to the other 
four denominations of Chris- 
tians, agreeably to the order 
inwhich they are announced. 

We present the reader, in the 
first place, with a short history 
and character of the people call- 
ed Presbyterians in South Bri- 
tain. These have, in fact, no 
claim to the title by which they 





are distinguished, either on the 
Vou. II. No. 8. 


ground of discipline or doctrine. 
In respect to the first, their So- 
cieties are strictly independent ¢ 
as they have no organized Pres- 
byteries, and no persons, not be- 
ing members, take notice of the 
discipline of any particular 
church, or any of its transac- 
tions ; otherwise than by mak- 
ing remarks and giving their ad- 
vice as neighbors and detached 
individuals. In reference to the 
last, they have forsaken the doc. 
trine of their forefathers as de- 
fined in the Assembly’s Cate- 
chism ; excepting, perhaps, a 
very small remnant of individu- 
als found in some places. Ari- 
anism, combined with the tenets 
of Sabellius, in the first place, 
spread its baneful influence a- 
mong them. After that Socin- 
ianism prevailed toa great ex- 
tent, though not universally ; 
and, in many instances termi- 
nated in Deism or a species of 
Scepticism equally pernicious. 
The result of this departure 
from evangelical truth has been, 
in respect to individuals, a glar- 
ing neglect of religious duties, 
and conformity to the world 
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and, relatively, to Societies, a 
rapid decrease of numbers.— 
Many families and individuals, 
especially those in opulent cir- 
cumstances, haveattached them- 
selves to Episcopalians, to avoid 
the stigma which the latter ever 
endeavor to fix on Dissenters.— 
Yhe truth is that, in England, 
when people have ceased to be at- 
tached to evangelical principles, 
the unanswerable arguments ur- 
ged to justify and enforce Non- 
conformity are either forgotten 
or disregarded. Hence, manySo- 
cleties, once respectable, have 
either ceased to exist, or exhibit 
a memorial of their former pros- 
perity by a wretched remnant. 
So deleterious, indeed, has been 
the influence of Arians and So- 
cinians to the cause of Christran- 
ity in South Britain as that, the 
Writer of this article conceives 
himself fully. justified in apply- 
ing to them the language of the 
prophet Joel: *“ the land is as 
the garden of Eden before them, 
and behind’ them a_ desolate 
wilderness.” 

‘Hereit is natural for the think- 
mg Reader to enquire how came 
the portion of English Non- 
conformists, under considera- 
tion, to be distinguished by the 
name of Presbyterians, since 
they reject the theological doc- 
trincs and donot maintain the 
discipline of the Presbyterian 
Church? An easy answer is fur- 
nished by a retrospect of their 
history. At the time immedi- 
ately subsequent to the reforma- 
tion in England, many Minis- 
ters had embraced and set up 
the Presbyterian - discipline and 
mode of worship. Hence Pres- 
byteries existed in many places, 
when, in. the reign of Charles IL. 
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[Szpr, 
became a law, depriving at 
; Ss at a 
single blow, of their Support 
and posts of usefulness, all those 
Ministers, who could Not conscj. 
enciously, and, therefore, woul 
not, give a solemn declaration 
in wriung of their belief, that 
the book of common prayer con- 
tained nothing contrary to the 
word of God. By far the great. 
er part had no opportunity of 
secing that compilation before 
they were compelled to decide. 
The number of Ministers who 
were thus ejected from the 
Church, if the recollection of 
the Writer be correct, exceeded 
two thousand. Of these some 
had an income of five or six hun- 
dred poundsa year. Their dis- 
tress was, afterwards, much in- 
creased by what was called the 
five mile act, which forbad any 
of them to reside within that 
distance of the place where they 
had labored. ‘Thus, were they 
deprived of an opportunity to 
receive a plate of victuals from 
the tables of those opulent Chris- 


tians who had been edified by 


theit preaching. Before the 
ejection, Dissenters existed, but 
that event greatly increased 
their number and respectability; 
for, thus, they received a vast 
accession of piety, learning and 
talents. In circumstances ot 
persecution and distress, the 
Presbyterian discipline, not be- 
ing practicable, gradually fell 
into utter neglect. But, never 
theless, the separate body of 
Christians, thus formed, contuin- 
ued to be distinguished by the 
same denomination. Long did 
they remain eminently estima 
ble for what is most valuable 1 
character ; and might have Te 
tained their pre-eminence; had 


the infamous act of uniformity | they not renouncedthe doctrine 
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Some Account of English Dissenteys. 


of the reformation, and become | 


destitute of evangelical piety.— 
It is readily admitted, that, in 
very populous places, such as 
London, Birmingham, Man- 
chester and Bristol, there are 
large societies consisting, In a 
ereat measure, of persons dis- 
tinguished by their opulence, 
general information, talent and 
weight of character. To these, 
itis believed, belongs a large 
portion of liberality, humanity 
and practical benevolence ; but, 
inthe estimation of the writer, 
their characters are not marked 
by evangelical piety ; and it is 
apprehended, that modern phi- 
losophy has deprived many of 
them of a large portion of those 
humane virtues, which they may 
be said to have inherited from 
their forefathers. Of the char- 
acter of their forefathers, it is 
thought, they are wholly dives- 
ted,excepta single feature : their 
tenacity of the rights of con- 
science and their opposition to 
spiritual tyranny. But on the 
part of a large proportion of 
those now in the vigour of life, 
this characteristic is thought to 
have degenerated in an entire 
want of deference for their Min- 
isters 3 sothat they are preclu- 
ded from deriving that improve- 
ment from the labors of their 
Pastors which they, otherwise, 
might reap. 


INDEPENDENTS. 


Of this denomination there 
was in England an_ indefinite 
number of Christians at an ear- 
ly period. Having originated 
irom one Brown, they were, af- 
ter the name of their founder, 
called Brownists. That man, 
like too many leaders of parties, 

“was more governed by factious 





a 





| 





i) 
2 


32 
zeal than moral principle ; for 
he conformed, for the sake of 
a benefice, to the Church of Eng- 
land, proved a dissipated char- 
acter, and died at Northamton 
a victim tointemperance. His 
apostacy did not put an end to 
the sect to which he had given 
rise ; for Christians, maintaining 
his tenets, have not only contin- 
ued toexist in societies; but have 
had from various sources, to the 
present day, great accessions to 
theirnumbers. Sometimes the 
divine influence, attending a 
faithful ministry of the Gospel 
in an incependent place of wor- 
ship ; sometimes the introduc- 
tion of an evangelical preacher 
to an old Presbyterian society 
nearly extinct ; and sometimes 
the death of an evangelical 
minister in the established 
Church, whose labours had 
been the means to form a body 
of serious Christians, but whose 
suiccessor Was a stranger to ex- 
perimental religion and an ene- 
my to the doctrines of grace ; 
has contributed largely to in- 
crease that portion of the dis- 
senting interest. - Within the 
last thirty years, we have, often, 
witnessed the like result from 
the labors of preachers, scarce- 
ly half educated, under the pat- 
ronage of Lady Huntington ; 
who, going out into the high 
ways and hedges, have compel- 
led many to come in. It was 
not indeed their original desien 
10 promote the cause of Non- 
conformity ; for they have been 
knavn to apply the term dis- 
senter, reproachfully, to a horse 
remarkable for his bad qualities, 
thourh they were glad of the 
patronage of the dissenters, in 
places where they were despis- 
ed (and that was generally the 











- See eo 


= Se a Pee RE =o Pes aon tine it Rie 
. -_ Serr! Se is pert ees ty. as © " 
Seg Ree BET Barto ete bs ; aap eS Pgh at 
weiss Se, Rae p sibae ee 


te -eQerrnlg oy 
>. Rae" of Pee ste ke 


= pte : 


pe aeeny cal 
pete TLS 





wt ren nae 


eons 
Tae 
Sater Se 
— 


come a 





se% a 


a 


rn ie ee nes 
Se Me A AML AAI 


Age ye 


wy 
eax: 


pas 


belgie ceree ex yn Seen 
oF >» ~~? J 


Tote dn. eas 


BP inca 


MET 
as 
aa 


eee ff Ce J oF, Ss “ - oeieilied 7 = 
pare CE 
° oar ‘nnd “gg —. 
‘ptt 2 See 


‘hewn 


sec pen ir te ta a 
> 


— 





; oe 


mee Cc. 


as 


224 Some Account of English Dissenters. 


case) by the Episcopalians. 
Not unfrequently, also, persons, 
who had first received serious 
impressions under the ministry 
of John Wesley’s lay preach- 
ers, have eventually been glad 
to avail themselves of a more 
solid and intelligent kind of re- 
ligious instruction among regu- 
lar Independents. 

The original Independents, 
besides what 1s common to con- 
gregational Churches, had seve- 
ral peculiarities of character ; 
but those being now nearly ex- 
tinct, we shall consign them to 
oblivion, with one exception. 
They seriously objected to rea- 
ding of the scriptures asa part of 
religious service in the house of 
God. Inthe present cay, how- 
ever, this culpable neglect is not 
known to attach to one dissent- 
ing congregation in Great Brit- 
ain ; and it is believed that even 
the first Independents kept a 
Bibie and a Psalm-book ‘in the 
Pulpit. At this time, to find 
the sacred desk without its ap- 
PROPRIATE FURNITURE would 
be regarded, in any part of 
England, as a most deplorable 
symptom. There, indeed, Bi- 
bles and Hymn-books are gene- 
rally found in the Pews, and are 
in constant use during the hours 
of Public Worship. It is hop- 
ed that, a word to the wise will 
be enough. 

At present, societies, nominal- 
ly Presbyterian as well as those 
styled Independent, may be said 
to practise congregationalism 
as maintained in New Eng‘ nd. 
Their Ministers, also, form 
themselves into Associations for 
the purpose of friendly inter- 
course, by conversation and 
preaching in each other’s pul- 
pits ; rather than of transacting 
public business in theircellective 





[Sepr, 
capacity. Nevertheless, when 
a Minister is to be ordained oy 
installed in a vacant congrega. 
tion, the pastors of other congre. 
gations, within the limits of the 
same Association, are, general. 
ly, requested to assist at the 40. 
lemnity. The principal differ. 
ence, between these now cyl. 
led Presbyterians and Inde. 
pendents, is that, the former 
are not only anti-calvinistic 
but very lax in their mode of 
admitting communicants, as 
well as inattentive to instances 
of immoral conduct; while 
the latter are often unscriptural- 
ly rigid in their examination of 
candidates for full church-mem- 
bership, and generally strict in 
the infliction of proper censures 
on those who walk disorderly, 
Many independent Churches 
require a public examination of 
candidates, as well females as 
males, before they are admitted 
to the Lord’s table ; and in no 
small number of instances, a 
written experience, to be read 
by the Minister at a church- 
meeting, is considered indis- 
pensible, together with a pro- 
fessed belief in the de ‘vines o! 
Calvinism. 

Independent Societies of dong 
standing have, generally, been 
furnished with a learned and 1n- 
telligent Ministry, and enjoyed 
the advantage of well digested 
and solid discourses, consisting 
of arich variety of matter. But 
Societies, of a more modern date 
manifest a very different taste, 
by their attachment to a kind ol 
preaching more marked by de- 
sultoriness, wild declamation and 
a perpetual recurrence to two oF 
three points of doctrine, than 
by an able defence and elucida- 


tion of revealed truth, a judi-* 


cious developement of sound 
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Christian experience, and the 
enforcement of Christian duty 
on evangelical principles. This 
yitiated taste bas been formed 
under the influence of a race of 
lay preachers, or those very im- 

rfectly educated, who have a- 
bounded within the last thirty 
years. In too many Instances 
this disease has been introduced 
into Churches, once, distin- 
guished by their solid judgment 
and sound experience ; so that 
persons. of low literary attain- 
ments and very slender theolo- 
gical furniture, have been cho- 
sen to succeed Pastors of solid 
worth. It is thought, however, 
that thisevil has been decreasing 
for some time ;—that preachers, 
‘uly respectable for their in- 
formation and talents as well as 
piety, occupy many pulpits, once 
thetheatres of loud vociferation 
and wild enthusiasm. The time 
has been, when Institutions cal- 
led hot-beds were set up to rival 
and supplant schools following a 
more liberal plan of education. 
Latterly, the visionary patrons 
of those forcing nurseries, con- 
vinced that truly useful preach- 
ers can not spring up like mush- 
fooms in a night, have been in- 
duced to give the young men 
under their patronage much 
greater opportunities - for im- 
provement. @n the whole, it 
isthought, that genuine Chris- 
tunity has made great progress 
i England within the fore-men- 
loned period, among those call- 
tl, Independents, under a Min- 
istry in many respects defective 
‘nd irregular; and that, the pop- 
larity of mushroom preachers 

4sconstrained many Ministers, 
Considerably advanced in life, 
‘nd apparently fixed in their ha- 
Is, to adopt a manzer and style 
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of preaching much more natural, 
impressive and eligible than what 
was prevalent when they begun 
their public career. 

| ‘To be continued. | 


RE EE ne 


Constitution of the Presbyterian 
Churca. 


(Continued from p. 299.) 


Chan. Xi1—Of Electing and or- 
daining ruling Eldersand Dea- 
cons. 


Sect. I. AVING defined 

the officers of 
the church, and the assemblies 
by which it shall bes governed, 
it is proper here to prescribe 
the modes in which ecclesiasti- 
cal rulers shall be ordained to 
their respective offices. 

Srct. I]. Every congrega- 
lion shail elect persons to the 
office of ruling elder, and to the 
office of deacon, or either of 
them, in the mode most approv- 
ed, and in use in that congrega- 
ion. 

Sect. I{f. When any person 
shall have been elected to either 
of these offices, and shall have 
declared his willingness to ac- 
cept thereof, he shall be set a- 
part in the following manner. 

Secr. IV. After sermon, the 
minister shall propose to him, 
in the presence of the congrega- 
tion, the following questions : 
viz. 

1. Do you believe the scrip- 
tures, of the old and new testa- 
ment, to be the word of God, 
the only infallible rule of faith 
and practice ? ; 

2. Do you sincerely receive 
and adopt, the confession of 
faith of this church, as contain. 
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ing the system of doctrine 
taught in the holy scriptures ? 


ernment and discipline of the 
presbyterian church, as exerci- 
sed in these United States. 


ruling elder [or deacon as the 
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3. Do youapproveof the gov- 


4, Do youaccept the office of 


case may be] in this congrega- 
tion, and promise faithfully to 
perform all the duties thereof ? 

After having answered these 
questions in the affirmative, he 
Shall be set apart, by prayer, to 
the office of elder [or deacon as 
the case may be ; } and the min- 
ister shall give him, and the 
congregation, an exhortation 
suited to the occasion. 


Chap. XIIT— Of licensing Can-} 
didates, or Probationers, to 


preach the gospel. 


Sect. I. THE holy scriptures 
require, that some trial be pre- 
viously had, of those who are 
to be ordained to the ministry 
of the gospel, that this sacred 
office may not be degraded, by 
being committed to weak or un- 
worthy men; and that the 
churches may have an opportu- 
nity to form a better judgement 
respecting the talents of those 
by whom they are to be instruct- 
ed and governed. For this 
purpose presbyteries shall li- 
cence probationers, to preach 
the gospel ; that after a compe- 
tent trial of their talents, and 
receiving, from the churches, 
a good report; they may, in 
due time, ordain them to the 
pastoral office. 

Sect. If. It is proper and re- 
quisite, that candidates, apply- 
ing to the presbytery to be li- 
censed to preach the gospel, 
produce satisfactory testimoni- 





als of their good moral charac- 






ter, and of their being Teenlor 
members of some particyls: 
church. And it is the duty of 
the presbytery, for their satis. 
faction with regard to the real 
piety of such candidates, to ex. 
amine them respecting their ex. 
perimental acquaintance with 
religion, and the motives which 
influence them to desire the sa. 
cred office. And it is recom. 
mended, that the candidate be 
also required to produce a di. 
ploma, of bachelor, or master 
of arts, from some college or 
university : or at least authen- 
tic testimonials of his having 
gone through a regular course 
of learning. 

Sect. III. Because itis high- 
ly reproachful to religion, and 
dangerous to the church, to in- 
trust the holy ministry to weak 
and ignorant men, the presby- 
tery shall try each candidate, 
as to his knowledge of the Latin 
language ; and of the original 
languages in which the holy 
scriptures were written. They 
shall examine him, on the arts 
and sciences ; on theology, nat- 
ural and revealed ; and on ec: 
clesiastical history. — And in or- 
der to make trial of his talents 
to explain and vindicate, and 
practically to enforce the doc- 
trines of the gospel, the presby- 
tery shall require of him, 0 
exegesis on some common head 
of divinity ; a presbyterial exet 
cise ; a lecture or explication ol 
a portion of scripture; and a 
popular sermon, or other simi 
lar exercises, to be held, at s°v" 
eral successive sessions, iH 
they shall have obtained satis 
faction, as to his piety, ipl 
ture and aptness to teach 10 tt 
churches. 
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Sect. 1V. That the most ef- 
fectual measures may be tuken, 
io guard against the admission 
of insufficient men into the sa- 
cred office, itis recommended, 
that no candidate, except In ex- 
imordinary cases, be licensed ; 
ynless, after his having com- 
pleted the usual course of aca- 
demical studies, he shall have 
studied divinity at least two 
vears, under some approved di- 
vine, or professor of theology. 

Sect. V. Before the presby- 
tery proceed to license the can- 
didate, the moderator shall re- 
quire of him the following en- 
garements > Viz. 

|. Do you believe the scrip- 
tures of the old and new testa- 
ment, to be the word of God, 
the only infallible rule of faith 
and practice ? 

2. Do you sincerely receive 
and adopt the confession of faith 
of this church, as containing 
the system of doctrine taught In 
the holy scriptures ? 

3. Do you promise to study 
the peace, unity, and purity of 
the church ? 

4. Do you promise to sub- 
mit yourself, in the Lord, to 
the government of this presby- 
tery, or of any other presbyte- 
tyinthe bounds of which you 
may be ? 

Secr. VI. The candidate 
having answered these ques- 
lions in the affirmative, and the 
moderator having offered up a 
prayer suitable to the occasion, 
he shall address himself to the 
candidate, to the following pur- 
pose: “ In the name of the 
Lord Jesus Christ, and by that 
authority, which he hath given 
tohis church for its edification, 
We do license you, to preach the 
Sspel, wherever God in his 





providence may call you : and 
for this purpose, may the bles- 
sing of God rest upon you, and 
the Spirit of Christ fill your 
heart, Amen.” And record 
shall be made of the licensure, 
in the following form: viz. _ 


At the 
day of the 
presbytery of hav. 
ing received sufficient testamo- 
nials, in favor of of 


his having gone through a reg- 
ular course of literature ; of his 
good moral character; and of 
his being in the communion cf 
the church ; proceeded to take 
the usual parts of trial for his li- 
censure: And he having given 
satisfaction, as to his accom- 
plishments in literature ; as to 
his experimental acquaintance 
with religion ; and as to his pro- 
ficiency in divinity, and other 
studies ; the presbytery did, and 
hereby do express their appro- 
bation of all these parts of trial; 
And he having adopted the con- 
tession of fath of this church 
and satisfactorily answered the 
questions, appointed to be put 
to candidates to be licensed ; 
the presbytery did, and hereby 
do license him, the said 

to preach the gospel of Christ ; 
as a probationer for the holy mi- 
nistry ; within the bounds of 
this presbytery, or wherever he 
shall be orderly called. 

Secr. VII. When any can- 
didate shall, by the permission 
of his presbytery remove with- 
out its limits, an extract of this 
record, accompanied with a 
presbyterial recommendation, 
signed by the clerk, shall be his 


testimonials, to the presbytery. 


under whose care he shall 
come. 
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Chan. XIV. Of the Election and 
Ordination of Bishops or Pas- 
tors. 


Sect. I. WHEN aby probation- 
er shall have preached, so much 
to the satisfaction of any congre- 
cation as that the people appear 
disposed to receive him as their 
minister, the session shall soli- 
cit the presence and council of 
some neighbouring minister, to 
assist them in preparing a call 
for him; unless highly incon- 
venient on account of distance : 
in which case they may proceed 
without such assistance. 

Sect. H. On a Lord’s day 
immediately after public wor- 
worship, it shall be intimated 
from the pulpit, that all the 
members of that congregation 
are requested to meet on 
ensuing, at the church, or us- 
ual place for holding public 
worship ; then and there, if it 
be agreeable to them, to pre- 
pare a Call for to 
be their pastor. 

Secr. III], On the day ap- 
pointed, the minister, whose 
assistance has been obtained, 
shall preach a sermon, at the us- 
ual season for public worship ; 
and after sermon, he shall an- 
nounce tothe people, that he 
will immediately proceed to take 
the votes of the electors of that 

congregation, in the case of 
whether or not he shall 
be chosen to be their minister. 
In this election no person shall 
be entitled to vote, who refuses 
to submit to the censures of the 
church, regularly administered ; 
or who does not contribute his 
just proportion, according to his 
own engagements, or the rules 
of that church, to all its neces- 
sary expences. 
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Sect. IV. When the y 
eee Otes 

are taken if it appear that & ores: 
proportion of the people = “ 
verse from the Candidate Cy 
cannot be induced to concur in 
the call, the assisting minig 
shall endeavor to dissuade “a 
congregation from Prosecutin i 
further. But if the people be 
nearly, or entirely, Unanimons. 
ori the majority shall insis; 
upon their right to eall a minis. 
ter; then in that case, the min. 
ister after using his utmost ep- 
deavors to persuade the congre. 
gation to unanimity, shall pro. 
ceed todraw a call in due form, 
and to have it subscribed by the 
clectors 3 certifying, at the 
Same time, the number and cir. 
cumstances of those who do not 
concur in the call: Al! which 
proceedings shall be laid before 
the presbytery, together with 
the call. 

The call shall be in the fol. 
lowing, or like form, viz. 

The congregation of 
being on sufficient grounds, wel! 
satisfied of the ministerial quali- 
fications of you and 
having good hopes from our 
past experience of your labors, 
that your ministrations in the 
gospel will be profitable to our 
spiritual interests, do earnestly 
call and desire you, to under 
take the pastoral office in sail 
congregation ; promising you 
in the discharge of your cuty; 
all proper support, encourage: 
ment, and obedience, mn the 
Lord: And that you may be 


free from worldly cares and avo- 
cations, we hereby promise 4 

oblige ourselves to pay to yous 
the sum of 

lat payments, 
of your being, 
the regular pastor of thi 


in regu: 
during the time 
and continuing 
s church. 
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Intestimony whereof, we have 
respectively subscribed our 


names, this day 
A. D. 
Attesied by A. B. Modera- 
tor of the Meeting. 


Sect V. But if any congre- 

tion shall choose to subscribe 
their call, by their elders and 
deacons or trustees, or commit- 
teeor either, they shall be at 
liberty soto do ; but it shall in 
such case, be fully certified, to 
the presbytery, by the minis- 
ter, or other person who presi- 
ded, that they have been ap- 
pointed, for this purpose, by a 
public vote of the congregation; 
and that the call has been, in 
allother respects, prepared as 
above directed. 

Sect. VI. When a call shall 
be presented to any minister or 
candidate, it shall always be 
viewed as a Sufficient petition 
from the people for his instal- 
ment. The acceptance of a 
call, by a minister or candidate, 
shall always be considered as a 
request, on his part, to be in- 
stalled atthe same time. And 
when a candidate shall -be or- 
dained, in consequence of a call 
rom any congregation, the 
presbytery shall always, at 
the same time, ordain and in- 
stali him pastor“of that congre- 
gation. 

Secr. VII. The call, thus 
prepared, shall be presented to 
the presbytery, under whose 
care the person called shail be ; 
that, if the presbytery think it 
expedient to present the call to 
kim, it may be accordingly pre- 
sented: And no minister or 
candidate shall receive a call 
but through the hands of the 
presbytery. 

Sect. VIII. If the call be to 

Vou. IT. NO. 9. , 





the licentiate of another presby- 
tery, in that case the commis- 
sioners, deputed from the con- 
gregation to prosecute the call, 
shall produce, to that judicato- 
ry, a certificate from their own 
presbytery, regularly attested 
by the moderator and clerk, 
that they are in order. If that 
presbytery present the call to 
their licentiate, and he be dis- 
posed to accept it, they shall 
then dismiss him from their ju- 
risdiction, and require him to 
repair to that presbytery, into 
the bounds of which he is -cal- 
led; and there to submit him- 
self tothe usual trials prepara- - 
tory to ordination. 

Sect. IX. Trials for ordina- 
tion, especially in a different 
presbytery, from that in which 
the candidate was licensed, shall 
consist of a careful examination 
as to his acquaintance with ex- 
perimental religion ; as to his 
knowledge of philosophy, the- 
ology, ecclesiastical history, the 
Greek and Hebrew languages 
and such other branches of lear- 
ning as tothe presbytery may 
appear requisite ; and asto his 
knowledge of the constitution, 
rules and principles of the gov- 
ernment and discipline of the 
ehurch; together with such 
written discourse, or discourses, 
founded on the word of God, as 
to the presbytery shall seem 
proper. The presbytery, being 
fully satisfied with his qualifica- 
tions for the sacred office, shall 
appoint a day for his ordination 
which ought to be, if conven- 
ient, in that church of which he 
isto be the minister. It is also 
recommended that a fast day be 
observed in the congregation 
previous tothe day of ordination. 

Srecr. X. The day appointeg 

55 
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for ordination being come, and 
the presbytery convened, a 
member of the presbytery pre- 
viously appointed to: that duty, 
shall preach a sermon adapted 
tothe occasion.. The same, or 
another member appointed to 
preside in this business shall af- 
terwards briefly recite from the 
pulpit, in. the audience’ of 
the people, the proceedings 
of the presbytery preparatory to 
this transaction : He shall point 
out the nature and importance 
of the ordinance ; and endeav- 
or to impress the audience with 
a proper sense of the solemnity 
of the transaction. — 

Then addressing himself to 
the candidate, he shall propose 
to him the following questions, 
Viz. 

1.Do you believe the scrip- 
tures of the old and new testa- 
ment, to be the word of God, 
the only infallible rule of faith 
and practice ? 

2. De you sincerely receive 
and adopt,the confession of faith 
of this church, as containing the 
system of doctrine taught in the 
noly scriptures ? 

3. Do you approve of the 
presbyterian church, as prescri- 
bed in the form of the govern- 
ment and discipline of the pres- 
byterian church in these Uni- 
ted States ? 

4. Do yow promise subjec- 
tion to your brethren in the 
Lord? 

5. Have you been induced, as 
far as you: know your own 
heart, to seek the office of the 
holy ministry, from love to God, 
anda sincere desire to premote 
his glory in the gospel of his 
Son ? 

6. Do you promise to be zeal- 
ous and faithful in maintaining 





emul 
~~ 





(Sgpr; 


the truths of the Sospel, and the 
purity and peace of the church. 
whatever persecution, or oppo. 
sillon, May arise unto YOu on 
that account ? 

7. Do you engage to be faith. 
ful and diligent, in the exercise 
of all private and personal dy. 
ties, which become you as 4 
Christian and a minister of the 
gospel ; as well as in all relative 
duties, and the public duties of 
your office, endeavoring to a- 
dorn the profession of the gos. 
pel by your conversation ; and 
walking, with exemplary piety, 
before the flock, over which 
God shall make you overseer ? 

When the candidate is to be 
ordained as the pastor of a par- 
ticular congregation, the follow- 
ing question shall be added. 

8. Are you now. willing to 
take charge of this congrega- 


tion agreeably to your declara- 
tion at accepting their call /— 


And do you promise to dis- 
charge the duties of a pastor to 
them, as God shall give you 
strength ? 

Sect. XI. The candidate ha- 
ving answered these questions 


‘in the affirmative, the moderator 


shall demand of the people > 
1.. Do you the people of this 
congregation, continue to pro- 
fess your readiness to receive 
, whom 
you have called, to be your mil: 
ister ? 
2. Doyou promise to receive 
the word of truth from his 
mouth, with meekness and love; 
and to-submit toyhim, with bu- 
mility, in the due exercise © 
discipline ? . 
8. Do you promise to ¢ 
courage him, in his arduous la- 
bor, and to assist his endeavors 
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for your instruction and spirit- 
ual edification ! 

4. And do you engage to 
continue to him, while he is 

our pastor, that competent 

worldly maintenance which you 
have promised ; and whatever 
else you may see needful, for 
the honor of religion, and his 
comfort among you ? 

Sect. XII. ‘The people hav- 
ing answered ‘these questions, 
in the affirmative, by holding up 
their right hands, the candidate 
shall kneel down, in the most 
convenient part of the.church : 
Then the presiding bishop shall, 
by prayer, and with the laying 
onof the hands of the presby- 
tery, according to the apostolic 
example, solemnly ordain him 
tothe holy-office of the gospel 
ministry. Prayer being ended, 
he shall rise from his knees : 
and the minister who presides 
shall first, and afterwards all the 
members of the presbytery in 
their order, take him by the 
right hand, saying, in words to 
this purpese, * We give you the 
right hand of fellowship, to take 
part of this ministry with us.” 
After which the minister presi- 
ding, or some other appointed 
for the purpose, shall give a sol- 
emn charge in. the name of 
God, to the newly ordained bish- 
op, and to the people, to per- 
severe in the discharge of their 
mutual duties ; and shall then, 
by prayer, recommend them 
both to the grace of God, and 
his holy keeping ; and finally, 
alter singing of a psalm, shall 
dismiss the congregation with 
the usual blessing. And the 
presbytery shall duly record the 
transaction. 


| To be continued. ] 








Answer toa Disvelicver. 
(Continued from p. 253.) 


Srr, 

TN your Ictter you began with 

insinuating against the truth 
of the Scriptures, from their 
not being given to all men, and 
from a want of uniformity in 
the-opinion of those who receive 
them as unerring truth. On 
these points some remarks have 
been madein my former papers. 
You must be sensible, that those 
objections are far from going to 
the merits of the controversy 
between yourself and believers. 
Although they may bewilder 
the minds of superficial think- 
ers, who, for the present quiet 
of a guilty conscience, wish to 
be deceived, they vanish -before 
a weight of evidence that the 
scriptures are indeed the word 
of God. You conclude witha 
more dangerous insinuation, 
‘‘why are the scriptures neces- 
sary for men”? It is presumed 
you intend, why are they neces- 
sary for the greatest good and 
happiness of men ? It is only on 
this supposition that the ques- 
tion is worthy of serious atten- 
tion. Knowledge is necessary 
for happiness and right conduct. 
Although knowledge may be 
misimproved, and thus become 
a source of misery, yet it is ne- 
cessary for happiness, and is the 
only possible means of bringing 
objects of enjoyment into pos- 
session of the mind; while ig- 
norance, so far as it extends, 
absolutely prevents both ration- 
al and moral felicity. The di- 
vine mind is infinite, self-existent 
and necessarily most holy and 
blessed ; the minds of creatures 
are finite in every power and 
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quality. derived, dependent, and | 
in all respects both of faculty 
and enjoyment such as the Cre- 
ator designed. Between finite 
and infinite there 1s a vast chasm, 
which must be forever unfilled : 
The former cannot be so en- 
Jarged as imp: rceptibly to pass 
into the latter. Let created 
minds be made greater than the 
highest angel can imagine, they 
are still finite, and thro’ eternity, 
to them. infinite will be incom- 
prehensible. Neither now or 
ever will the Deity or his coun- 
sels be comprehended by any 
beside himself. A vast founda- 
tion ! on which God may claim, 
and creatures ever be under ob- 
ligation to ascribe, praise, do- 
minion, majesty and glory to 
him. To created minds the 
Lord hath given such faculties 
for acting and such capacities 
for receiving and enjoying as 
pleased him. He hath adapted 
to each other the capacities for 
enjoyment and the means of 
their satisfaction, , 

What is reason, the boasted 
reason of which disbelievers’ 
speak so much, as being sufii- 
cient to conduct them to the 
most glorious consummation of 
their existence? The question 
deserves a serious consideration. 
principally, because superficial 
minds frequently raise a compe- 
tition between reason and reve- 
lation. The reason of a crea- 
ture cannot make truth, for this 
depends on the eternal will of 
God ; orifit be said that it de- 
pends on the nature of things, 
let us remember that the nature 
of things is no other than the 
will of God. through various 
Means displayed to the under- 
Standing. Neither can any 
power of reason im creatures 











(Sepy, 
destroy truth. When the eyj. 
dence of any truth or fact js pre. 
sented to the understandin ’ 
reason cannot destroy it. ‘Res. 
son or reasoning is the facult 
of the mind by which we see 
the agreement or disagreement 
of things, and in certain plain 
cases, are able to deduce one 
proposition from others, which 
were previously presented in 4 
clear manner before the under. 
standing. In no other sense, 
can human reason originate op 
even investigate truth, although 
some seem to suppose, that their 
own reasoning powers are with- 
inthem a fountain of instruc. 
tion, from which they may, at 
pleasure, draw all those truths, 
which are necessary for present 
guidance and eternal happiness? 
But itis not thus. Weare not, 
neither are the saints and angels 
of heaven ever made so indepen- 
dent. ‘Truth is the Lord's; 
he reveals or places it inthe 
understanding in sucli ways as 
he pleaseth. In full knowledge 
of the powers given to men for 
their happiness and good con- 
duct, he adapts the means of 
information to their nature and 
wants. In this he is as soves 
reign, wise and good, as he was 
in determining to create. There 
are several sources of evidence 
through which truth is brought 
to the understanding of me?. 
First the works of creation, 
with the powers, propertts 
and qualities which every pat 
appears constitutionally to pos: 
SESS. P 
Secondly, the government 0 
these things by an all wise od 
vidence, upholding their exh 
ence, and pointing them, an 
manner which men cannot 7 
cover, to their several cn 
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The evidence of truth derived 
from these sources 1s common 
ly called the light of nature. I 
is common to all men, and 1 
they are disobedient will be sul- 
fcient to condemn them In the 
end. Therefore, the mouths of 
heathen will he shut before 
God, when be judgeth them 1 
righteousness. 

Thirdly, a revelation from 
God, containing many truths 
concerning himself, his law, and 
the way of salvation, which na- 


ture and providence cannot 
teach. 
Fourthly. The influences of 


the Holy Spirit, or the direct ac- 
tion of God on the mind. ' 
Each of these is a source by 
which truth is brought to the 
understanding, and each of them 
appears to be necessary for men, 
after we consider their natural 
frailty and mora! imperfection. 
If any inquire, * why is the re- 
velation in the scriptures neces- 
sary for men” ? We may an- 
swer them, why is evidence 
from nature, providence, and the 
action of the spirit necessary ? 
There is as much room for one, 
as there is for the other of these 
questions : And thus we may 
proceed doubting, until all evi- 
dence of truth is banished from 
the world. The only cause why 
any prefertheirown reason tothe 
written word of God, as a source 
of information, is that the for- 
mer is more easily accommo- 
dated to their own sinful hearts ; 
whereas the latter claims an au- 
thority more difficult to gain- 
Say; its words are * thus saith 


the Lord” obey and live”— 


“believe and be saved, disbe- 
live and be condemned.” 

It hath been said that the ho- 
Ny scriptures, pr a revelation 
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from God, contains many truths 
concerning himself, his law an 
the way of salvation, which the 
ight of nature and providence 
cannot teach. If this be the case 
they are necessary for the great- 
est happiness and best conduct 
of men. Compared with what 
we find in the holy scriptures, it 
is but faint beams of eternal 
power and Godhead which shine 
directly from the things which 
are made. The heavens declare 
his glory and the firmament 
shews his handy work, but if 
there were no other evidence of 
him greater than what these 
contain, the altars of men 
through the whole world, as 
they were at Athens, would be 
inscribed to the unknown God. 
The heathen generally profess 
to believe, in the existence of 
some powers superior to men, 
which they fear, and in their 
unholy way adore and worship: 
Still, with all the assistance they 
have had by tradition, and a re- 
mote intercourse with enligh- 
tened people, they have never 
attained tothe scriptural repre- 
sentations of deity. Their most 
perfect descriptions of the su- 
preme nature fall very far below 
what we find in the word of 
God. ‘Fhe light of nature can 
give but a faint conception ot 
God’s natural perfections, com- 
pared with what we receive from 
his word, and concerning his 
moral attributes, his holiness, 
justice, truth, grace and mercy, 
it is yet more deficient. 

The light of nature can give 
us no information concerning 
his scheme of counsel, spread 
from an eternity past through 
aneternity to come. All which 
we know of this is from the 





werd of inspiration, and when 
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known, it contains our best mo- 
tives to duty, and a most ex- 
haustless fountain of happiness. 
Neither doth the providence 
of God, in the government of 
his works in this world, furnish 
such instruction concerning his 
character, as renders the light of 
revelation unnecessary. That 
the voice of his providence is 
very plain,in some cases, cannot 
be denied, but the instruction is 
limited to a few subjects com- 
pared with those we fiud in re- 
velation. Indeed the holy scrip- 
tures are the principal key by 
which we understand the inten- 
tions and meaning of God in his 
providence. As instances ; look 
on the present state of what 
hath been called the civilized 
world, on the wrath of man and 
state of the nations portentous 
of much ruin to come, and the 
human mind sinks under the 
prospect ; but let us view the 
scene in the light of scriptural 
prophecy and there are many 
beams still left to cheer the 
Christian’s heart. We conclude 
these things are necessary to 
glorify divine justice, and pre- 
pare the world for a rich dis- 
play of grace in the millennial 
state. 
Another instance : How often 
«lo we see the people of God 
bowed down under troubles in 
their ewn persons, their fami- 
lies, their properties, their re- 
putation, and in all things which | 
men hold most dear here below? 
Considering the Lord a gracious 
God, and peculiarly so to those | 
who fear him, this looks unac- 
countable, unul by his word we 
are informed that he is a God of 
covenant faithfulness, and that 
by his judgments on mankind 
he intends two purposes at once, | 
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(Serr, 
to warn them of the desert ang 
danger of sin, which all com. 
mit ; also to humble his People 
through means of their affliction 
and thus prepare them for the 
rewards of his grace. The ho. 
ly scriptures are the only sure 
guide for understanding the 
works of Providence in all th-}) 
variety of judgments and mer. 
cies in the common course of 
things, and in special interpos. 
tions of power and goodness, 

There are three things ‘for 
which a revelation is eminently 
necessary for fallen men: to 
understand the character and 
law of God, the purposes of his 
grace, and the means by which 
they are carried into effect. Al. 
though the heavens declare the 
glory of God, there are many 
points of belief concerning his 
nature and counsel, which could 
come to our knowledge only 
through a revelation. His omni- 
science and omnipresence, his 
power of acting in all places by 
simple volition, his incompre- 
hensible manner of triune ex- 
istence, each of which are essen- 
tial to his nature, perhaps would 
not have been conceived by 
men, without the instruction ol 
his word. 

To uaderstand his moral per- 
fections the written word is.yet 
more necessary. Weare sofar 
darkened by depravity, that with 
all means of information, We 


have but imperfect ideas of 


rectitude. The most correct 
of the Heathen have had no just 
conception of . God’s holiness. 
An idea of goodness, as. it 18 
perfectly distinguished from 
selfishness, never appears 10 
have entered the fallen mind, ex 
cept through the special ald 0 
God’s word and Spirit. Thus ® 
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eminently taught in the gospel. 
The weakness of reason on all 
these subjects, when under the 
influence of a depraved heart, is 
illustrated by the ignorance of 
the heathen on. theological and 
moral subjects, which is so 
ereat, that they have changed 
the truth of God into a lie, and 
worshipped and served the crea- 
ture more than the Creator,who 
is blessed forever. 

Ifthe reason of depraved men 
js so deficient in judging of the 
divine character, it must be the 
same concerning the moral law. 
Enough is known to condemn 
them perpetually for disobedi- 
ence, but not to conduct them to 
the highest good of which their 
natures are: capable. Certainly 
itmust be consistent with the 
infinite wisdom:and goodness of 
God to use such means of in- 
formation as he sees will be 
conducive to their greatest bles- 
sedness and the best interests of 
hisown kingdom ; and for these 
ends a revelation is necessary. 

A revelation is stril more ne- 
cessary to understand the pur- 
poses of divine grace and the 
means by which they are carried 
into effect. Ef God had not en- 
tertained designs of grace it is 
hot probable the revealed word 
would have been given. It must 
for ever be above the power of 
human reason, without a revela- 
tion, to determine whether God 
will pardon sinners, and: if he 
will through what means the 
purposes of his love can be ef- 
lected, ina way consistent with 
his greatest glory. 

In the word of revelation, 
he hath taught us the designs of 
his grace, and that he hath no 
Pleasure in the death of sinners, 
any further than. is necessary 





for the perfection of his king- 
dom and his own moral glory. 
Unassisted reason never could 
have assured us that God would 
exercise graceon any conditions 
whatever. There is in sinful 
minds such an evil spirit of re- 
taliation, that judging of him 
from their own feelings, they 
could never have been assured 
that pardon was possible. All 
conscious sinners would have 
hoped it ; the secure would have 
neglected the subject ; but none 
without the express declaration 
of God could have been assured 
of the fact. i 

After sinful men were assu- 
red that sin, on some terms, 
might be forgiven ; without the 
instruction of the holy scrip- 
tures, it would for ever have 
been to them an impenetrable 
secret by what means it could 
be done. Neither angel, or man, 
or any. other creature would have 
devised the way: in which God 
is just and the justifier of the 
ungodly.. The Father’s gift of 
the Son, the Son’s acceptance of 
the arduous work, and the wit- 
ness of the Spirit by his applica- 


tion of the benefits purchased,’ 


could never have been taught to 
men by reason or providential 
evidence. As the doctrine of 
the Trinity could not have been 
known by these, it follows as 
a necessary consequence, that 
without the revealed word of 
God,.all disbelievers must have 
been left in full. prospect of the 
blackness of darkness. for ever, 


if the purposes and means of 


his grace had not been revealed 
in the sacred scriptures. On 
these grounds it 1s supposed, 
that a revelation is necessary for- 
the greatest bles.cdness and 
good conduct of fallen men. 
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As the disbeliever’s doubts 
were proposed briefly,the answer 
to them hath not been enlarged. 
If he hath any thing further to 
propose, and the Editor of the 
Magazine permits the corres- 
pondence, he shall be treated 
respectfully. 

A BELIEVER. 


aed + 


Evidence for the truth, against 
the Disbelivers of Doctrinal 
and Experimental Christiani- 
ty, drawn from their own afi- 
frearance and feeling. 


URE and right reason is 

§ always a safe guide ; but 1 
is afact,in this degenerate world, 
that men do not exercise this 
without the aids of God’s word 
and Spirit. A corrupted heart 
corrupts the judgment, biasses 
reason, and blinds the under- 
standing of men. Revelation and 
the influence ofthe spirit there- 
fore become necessary to restore 
them to the proper use of rea- 
son,in determining on moral and 
religious subjects. his is not 
because the powers of reason 
and understanding are destroy- 
ed by unholiness: but they are 
perverted to a wrong purpose. 
This perversion is the sin and 
guilt of the transgressor. If 
any doubt this fact, let them ob- 
serve mankind. They will find 
many think and act rationally 
on other points, who, on those 
of religion are confused in their 
conceptions. Let them read 
the character of the gentiles, 
who are destitute of a revela- 
tion, as itis given by Paul in his 
Epistle to the Romans, there 
alsothey may sce to what the 
state of men would be reduced, 
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if the word of God and its ine 
HENCE ON society were wo 
banished. But though there be 
this spiritual ignorance. Which 
renders the word and SDITI of 
God necessary for salvation. yp. 
questionably, there is a foyp. 
dation in the mind for all to fee 
euity and self-condemned in 
the day of judgment. 
Although the judgment and 
conscience are corrupted they 
are not destroyed. A guilty 
conscience judging from the 
evidence of truth, which all may 


receive, will be a swift witness 


co condemn the wicked. The 
unbelieving will judge and con- 
demn themselves, © Their 
conscience also bearing witness, 
and their thoughts. in the mean 
time, accusing or excusing one 
another.” This isa source of 
uneasiness to the wicked in this 
world, and in another will be a 
fountain of condemnation. 

It is the principal design of 
this paper, to lead the reader’s 
consideration to a kind of evi 
dence for the necessity and re- 
ality of doctrinal and expeti- 
mental religion, which may be 
drawn from the feelings and 
appearance ‘of those persons 
who deny their power. When 
such persons are unwilling we 
should argue from the certamty 
and explicit declaration of the 
word of God; they must cof- 
sent we should resort to their 
own feelings, and such maniles- 
tations of them, as are continu: 
ally discovered in the occurren- 
ces of life. fetter 

Notwithstanding all which Is 
said by those, who attempt (0 
discredit doctrinal and exper! 
mental Christianity. it 1s evident 
they are not easy with their own 
infidelity. While they deny 
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God to be a being of such acha- 
racter, a8 1s believed by scrip- 
tural Christians. they are not 
satished with their own preten- 
dedsentiments concerning him: 
They are equally afraid of his 
justice and the manner in which 
his mercy is exercised. Ai- 
though they profess to deny the 
infinite evil of sin ; disallow the 
justice and eternity of such a 
penalty as the law denounces ; 
the need of such an atonement 
as the gospel reveals; and of a 
new heart throwgh sanciifica- 
tion of the spirit: yet 1 Is 
manifest they are not satisfied 
with the scheme they patro- 
nize. 

Although they live without 
prayer, and say that a solemn 
sense of God, and constant pains 
and watchfulness of their own 
hearts, are not necessary for 
coming to a safe end, according 
totheir view of things, yet, it is 
evident they are afraid of their 
own condition. There is some- 
thing in their breasts which 
may fitly be called “ their 
thoughts, in the mean time. ac- 
cusing or excusing one another.” 
This is conscience, which gives 
them much occasional! uneasi- 
hess; it isa power of their own 
intelligent souls, from which 
there is no flight, and which 
cannot be prevented from act- 
ing,in a higher or lower de- 
gree, but by the ceasing of ex- 
istence. Men do not always 
Notice what their own conscien- 
ces dictate, and may be wholly 
insensible what the cause is of 
the uneasiness, which they 
sometimes feel: but that such 
uneasiness actually exists, the 
following things are a strong 
indication. 


Although they profess to 
Voz. Il. NO. 9. 












think there is nothing in doctri- 
nal and experimental religion, 
and that no regard Is to be yiel- 
ded to them, as they have been 
commonly understood ; still, 
they are continually insinuating 
against the bible, its doctrines, 
precepts and duties. And itis 
done, in such a manner, as 
shows that this holy book gives 
them pain, while they do not 
endeavor to practise its con- 
tents. ‘his appears to bea suf- 
ficient indication such persons 
are not easy with their own 
state. There is something in 
their own bosoms, either reason 
er conscience which accuses 
them. They are pained and 
therefore fret: they wish to get 
more strength to their own sys- 
tem of disbelief, and every ad- 
vantage which they can gain 
arainst scriptural religion, is 
supposed to be an acquisition of 
strength to themselves. If tl 
thoroughly disbelieved, they 
would not be so evidently pain- 
ed with exhortations to exveri- 
inental piety. In general, men’s 
enmity ceases when they are 
conscious their enemy is com- 
pietely under their feet ; but it 
is notso in this case, for they 
appear restless, lest the bane of 
“their repose should rise again. 
Fhis kind of foreboding, «fter 
men have gone a great length 
in their doubts, is a serious ar- 
gument for the truth of religion 
both doctrinal and experimen- 
tal. Afterall which its oppo- 
sers have done, there is an in- 
ternal monitor for God and the 
truth, which makes them afraid 
they are venturing their eterni- 
ty on arefuge of deceit. 

' Another indication of this 
restless state in irreligious per- 
sons, is the trouble it gives them 
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to see others believe and prac- | 
tise according: to the scriptures 
of truth. Sometimes this trou- 
ble arises Intoan enmity, which 
they cannot prevent discover- 
ing. While it is one of the 
plainest dictates of common 
sense and reason, that men must 
live and die for themselves ; 
that eternity and every man’s 
preparation therefor must be 
his own work ; that every one 
must stand or fall for himself 
and himself only: yet they 
cannot bear, without pain, to see 
ethers believe and practise dif- 
ferently from what they love. 
Yt becomes their business to 
scoff at piety and the institu- 
tions of religion. Whenever 
we see any one distinguishing 
himself as a scoffer against the 
wishes and endeavors of others 
to be religious, although he be 
very hardened in sin, yet we 
may be certain his conscience 
so accuses. him that he is not 
easy with his.state. The sight 
of others believing and conduct- 
ing differently makes him af- 
raid. Such are willing that 
ether people should take their 
way in worldly matters, in the 
choice of their own amuse- 
ments, in their daily employ- 
ments: but when the same free? 
dom of action is exercised in re- 
ligious concerns, it produces a 
sensible pain of mind, which 
shews that all is not weli in the 
disbeliever’s own heart, and that 
he is not so certain he is right 
as he professes to be.. Seeing 
the conduct of others reminds 
him of his danger; and fear a- 
rises that he is descending to 
remediless ruin.. An enemy 
within, an accusing or excusing 
witness inflicts the pain, while 
the blinded, guilty sufferer im- 


Evidence of the truth of &c.. 
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putes all the blame to other 
This shows that those, who nr, 
fess to have the great 
tainty and fortitude in unbelief 
do sometimes feel their founda. 
tions tremble, and that thei: 
certainty is not such as they 
profess. 

It is very rare that an unbe. 
liever or irreligious person, js 
willing to be thus described, 


ho pro- 
est cer. 


‘which shews there is a pointed 


admonition Within his own 
breast, either that his infidelity 
is shameful as against reason, 
or dangerous as against his dv- 
ty. Disbelievers show a strange 
inconsistency in this matter, 
They try to disbelieve ; take 
every method to discredit the 
truths of revelation; are con- 
‘stantly insinuating against the 
duties of religion ; praise, read 
and recommend the most avow- 
ed advocates of infidelity : Stl, 
they are ashamed of the appel 
lation, and offended to be called 
disbelievers. This is a proof 
they sin against the light of 
their own consciences, and are 
ashamed of the name which they 
deserve. 

Another argument for the 
truth, the necessity and the re- 
ality of both doctrinal and expe- 
rimental religion, may be drawn 
from the despondency and fear 
ofthe disbelieving in scenes of 
trouble. That there are de- 
erees of stupidity in disbelie- 
vers, and that all do not appéeat 
alike is manifest: It. is still 
clear they want and cannot er 
tain a support by their unbeliel. 
Such persons, although they 
have neglected prayer; when in 
affliction, are. willing to have 
themselves and families the 
subjects of Christian interces 
sion: although they have live 
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otherwise, they are willing to 
die and go down to the grave 
under the forms of religion. In 
(heir last earthly hours they 
fnd the need of friendship with 
God ; at this time, the idea of a 
Saviour and an interest in his 
merits would be very comfort- 
ing to them. Although they 
have neglected the scriptures, 
they will receive it kindly to 
have any one read them by their 
dying bed side. This is a seri- 


ous argument for the necessity . 


of experimental religion and 
practical piety. However men 
may live, wish, and at some- 
times think they believe ; when 
they die, if reason be clear, they 
wish for a Saviour, who is stron- 
cer than themselves, and for 
some exercise of faith, which 
will bring the Lord nigh asa 
propitious God to assure them 
ofhis favor. They wish fora 
sanctifier who can cleanse them 
from an evil conscience. 

Perhaps it may be objected, 
“do not Christians, who build 
their hope on the faith of Jesus 
Christ, as it is described in the 
scriptures, sometimes doubt ? 
And is not this an argument 
against the soundness of Chris- 
tlanity 2” 

To this objection it may be 
answered. Although Christians 
often doubt, itis not whether 
the scheme of the gospel be 
(rue and good, nor whether the 
souls of the penitent may safe- 
ly rest thereon: Neither do 
they doubt whether those, who 
disobey the gospel, and are des- 
tute of its holy temper, shall 
fall under the punishment of 
God. ‘Their doubts and uneasi- 
hess are, whether they have 
obeyed the gospel and reccived 
Christ by faith ; whether their 
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hearts have been sanctified by 
the spirit of God ; in short, their 
doubts and uneasiness are, lest 
there should be so much of the 
unbeliever left in their hearts, 
as will cut them off from eter 
nal life. With themselves, 
their want of obedience and joy 
in aglorious Redeemer they are 
discontented. It appears, there- 
fore, that the anxiety of Chris- 
tians and of unbelievers is en- 
tirely of two kinds: one is an 
uneasiness with themselves, 
their own imperfection, sin, and 
deficiency in the temper of a 
saint; the other, . lest ‘that 
scheme of disbelief and practi- 
cal ungodliness on which they 
venture their souls, should land 
them in perdition. 

To the reacer this is a solemn 
warning that he be not beguil- 
ed withimpiety. Impiety may 
be sweet to the unholy heart, 
may make men appear festive 
before the world, and prove a 
temptation to commit many 
sins ; but will issue in destruc- 
tion. In solitude, such will 
tremble lest they are not right ; 
in death they will despair, fear- 
ing that a day of grace is passed 
without benefit. In that solemn 
hour all the hopes of infidelity 
will be cold and gloomy as the 
grave into which they are sink- 
ing. 

MONITOR. 


— + o-—— 


TO THE EDITOR OF THE CON- 
NECTICUT MAGAZINE. 


SIR, 

YOU have frequently call- 
ed for religious intelligence 
from those of your readers who 
have been conversant with the 
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recent awakenings in this part 
of our country. It has been 
hinted that the friends of Chris- 
tianity are deeply interested 10 
knowing, both the state of the 
churches. and the progress of 
saving grace among pcrishing 
sinners. This paper is sub- 
mitted to your disposal as a tes- 
timonial of the unmerited grace 
of God ; and as a devoted in- 
strument to subserve your de- 
sire of gratifying those who dai- 
ly remember Zion, and pray 
for the souls of men. 


N New-London, for the space 

of more than two years past, 

an unusual attention to religion 
has been visible. 
any time, been general, nor ve- 
ry extensive. In the autumn 
of 1806. a small number ot 
Christians held. weekly, a reli- 
gious meeting, They were un- 
observed by men; but as the 
event has issued, they hopefuiiy 
were noticed by the God of 
grace. Prayer was their prin- 
cipal exercise. Such was their 
apparent solicitude for the sal- 
vation of their fellow sinners, 
and for the prosperity of Christ’s 
kingdom ; that a spectator, 
“ waiting for the consolation of 
Israe!,” could not retrain from 
hoping that God had, in the 
spirit of their supplication, sent 
a harbinger of his special grace. 
Soon, the reason, why these 
children of the kingdom were 
made thus importunate. became 
apparent to the prudent obser- 
ver. From Zion, secretly plead- 
ing with God. saivation soon be- 
gan to go jorth among surround- 
ing sinners, who were ignorant 
of any peculiar concert of pray- 
er for the welfare of (heir souls. 
No general impression of seri- 


It has not. at 





[Sepr, 
ousness was visible j 
but te S inkling : i - Lown : 
prinkling of individuals, 
without any connection by fy. 
millar acquaintance, or peculiay 
association for worship. 
became alarmed. about the State 
of their souls. Few of them 
at first, conferred one with ano: 
ther; but some began to te 
their confidential friends tho 
they knew not what was the 
cause of their fears and ney 
emotions ; but that some yp. 
seen influence had so unveiled 
their minds, that those eternal 
scenes appeared real and mo- 
mentous, which, in similar de- 
scription, they had, for years, 
surveyed without concern, 
Betore these alarms were ex- 
tensively known, the subjects 
of them, together with their 
iriends and neighbors, were call- 
ed to the soleninities of an ordi- 
nation. Many can bear testi- 
mony, that this was, peculiarly, 
a day of divine power upon theit 
minds. Some were deeply al- 
fected with the awful responsi- 
bility. not only of the pastor, 
but of the people, which was 
about to flow from the sacred 
connection. Some, for the first 
time, considered how much God 
was doing for the salvation 0 
sinners. In the light of his con- 
descension to their spiritual con- 
cerninents ; and In a corres: 
pondent view of their listless 
ness and ingratitude ; they s3W 
their guilt and danger. But for 
many. God had prepared 3 
word in season, from the gospel 
of his Son. Not only the daues 
of a clergyman were Impres 
sively described ; but the al 
portance of the gospel t et 
hearers of it ; its proper effect 
upon them ; and the stae? 


at Once 





which, appropriate, but unhect 
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ed preaching leaves them, were 
so illustrated, that, through the 
power of the Holy Spirit ac- 
companying the word, an effect- 
ual appeal was made to many 
consciences. Some _ remarks 
from the preacher on the folly 
and guilt ofneglecting the bible. 
by divine impression, wrought 
such an effect upon the minds 
and in the habits of some hear- 
ers, as indicated the design of 
God, in honoring his revealed 
truth as an instrument in the 
work of salvation. Some who 
had read this book but little, and 
with little interest ; now read, 
and found themselves condemn- 
ed, and exposed to wrath. 

Troubles, which had remain- 
-edalmost untold, were, by the 
awakened, now made known to 
those who professed a concern 
for souls. The enquirers for 
salvation were brought, by their 
anxious guides, to the place of 
weekly resort, where “ prayer 
was wont to be made.” ‘The 
evening, which had been princi- 
pally devoted to prayer, was 
henceforth, in greater propor- 
tion, improved for religious in- 
struction. What had been but 
a handful of attendants. was in- 
creased to a large assembly.— 
Instead of one, two general eve- 
ning meetings were established ; 
which, together with several 
smaller assemblies for worship ; 
and also a separate season tor 
social prayer, have been, unre- 
mittingly, continued until the 
present time. 

During the winter and spring 
of 1807, the work was more 
considerable than it has been at 
any tater period. Still we flatter- 
ed ourselves with the hope ofa 
more extensive operation of the 
Holy Spirit. Though at this 





+ 


time, so much attention to reli- 
vlon was excited that, in many 
families, it was the principal 
‘topic of conversation ; though 
our assembly on the Sabbath, es- 
pecially that part which com- 
posed the audience in the galle- 
ries, had manifestly much in- 
creased, beth in number and at- 
tention ; though hundreds ha- 
bitually attended the weekly as- 
semblies for worship ; though 
there was a continual resort of 
anxious sinners to those who 
would attempt their assistance ; 
yet so great a proportion of the 
inhabitants of the town scemed 
to remain unconcerned about 
salvation ; and even ignorant of 
the peculiar presence of God 
among us ; and so much more 
copious and powerful effusions 
of the Holy Spirit were report- 
ed to us from various parts of 
our country, that we hoped the 
past were only the first drops of 
a plentiful shower, which we 
should finally receive. The 
cloud was still continued over 
us ; but its contents were but 
moderately discharged. Before 
the close of this year, however, 
the members of our church 
were biessed with seeing the 
accession of forty-seven to their 
communion. 

From the commencement of 
the year 1808. a moderate pre- 
valence of awakening, and of 
hopeful regeneration, was per- 
ceptibie, until the month of 
March. The work, from that 
time, stood in appirent suspen 
sion, until the session of the 
General Association in June. 
The prayers, the preaching, 
and the religious intelligence, 
publicly reported on this occasion 
were tieard with great lterest, 
and followed by much concern. 





* 
ay 
it 
by 
of 
Re 








a Dad 
“eg 


~- 


a. oe 
7. 
hllnenienoen owe ennnneieneataietcd 
aie . . 


— 
naan te 
~ Guio 

“ - 


5 ey» o> 


pens 


tienthiot, nl we 


—— 








fa ie ag ae SS SE ae 





me 5A 


= wre — « 
a een Cy elcer* Dl in “Rags, —yttlate P a “am 
~ o- x p =e 


ia 
7 ee 
P ok 
a, 
oe 





<n 


+s A OSS LSE 
cman n 


~~ ee 


pee os 


$42 Revival of Religion in New-London, 


About thirty new instances of 
seriousness soon appeared.— 
Since the hopeful termination 
of these; the attention of a few 
individuals has been arrested ; 
andtheir minds and hearts hope- 
fully transformed. For several 
months past very little, except 
an extensive attendance on the 
means of grace, would warrant 
us to hope that we have not ifal- 
len into great stupidity. 

Since Jan. 1808, thirty-six 
persons have been added to the 
church ; increasing the former 
number to eighty-three. A 
small number more are with 


certainty, known to contemplate | 


a public profession of their faith 
and hope in Christ. To say 
that, from present prospects, 
the list will soon be increased 
toone hundred, might be the 
expression of a sanguine hope. 
The general characteristics 
of this work ‘have been ; in its 
progress, moderation, silence, 
long continuance, and an almost 
unfailing state of hopeful sanc- 
tification, consequent upon any 
considerable alarm; in its ef- 
fects, hitherto, a persevering, 
steadfast belief of Calvinistic 
sloctrines and regular life. 
None of the subjects of it 
have expressed a distracting 
terror of mind: some however. 
much more than others, have 
been borne down, with distress- 
ing apprehensions of ruin.— 
Some have sought peace months 
before they found it; others, 
almost at the onset of their se- 
riousness, were sensibly the 
subjects, both of that “ peace 
which passeth knowledge,” and 
of that “ body of death,” from 
which they longed to be deliv- 
ered. Some have begun to 
hope, when they could perceive 
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that they had very little ey}. 
dence of sanctification : som. 
though fearful of deception were 
secretly constrained to acknow. 
ledge, that they found in their 
views and affections, great rea. 
sons for encouragement : while 
others, differing from those jn 
their acquirements of doctrinal 
knowledge though unable to 
suppress a hope, were very in- 
competent to decide, what, of 
their various emotions, was e- 
vincive of their sanctification. — 
Some, long before a sensible 
change in their affections to- 
ward God, the Saviour, and sin, 
have very justly apprehended 
the doctrines of the gospel; 
have well understood the state 
of man, the nature and import 
of the divine law, and the terms 
of salvation : while others have 
labored in darkness of mind, 
and with hardness of heart; 
until by an inconceivable change, 
they were transformed, at once, 
in their views, and in their ai- 
fections. In many instances 
after a sensible change of feel- 
ings and enjoyments, the sub- 
jects of it, have been slow to 
believe, that so small a measure 
of their new love toward God 
and his people, of their new hu- 
mility, of their new sorrow over 
sin, and of their new confidence; 
complacency and satisfaction I 
Christ, would be a credible 
testimonial of regeneration 
Hence with all their power, they 
have apparently suspended 
hope; until by long, and faithful 
recourse tothe scriptures they 


have thence hopefully prove 


*‘ the things which were excel- 
lent” in their own hearts ; 4 

have been constrained to say ° 
Christ formed within them 
‘“ my Lord, and my God.” 
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God has, in a most convincing 
manner, wrought among us, ac- 
cording to the counsel of his 
own will. Delicacy forbids an 
exemplification of this truth, 
by the narration of individeal 
cases. But it is sufficient to 
have witnessed the sovereign 
hand of God, plucking from the 
downward course to ruin, sin- 
ners, amidst all the varieties of 
age, condition of life, habits, 
andcharacter. ‘The grey head- 
ed of sixty and the youth of 
thirteen have hopefuliy been 
born into the family of God as 
children of equal age. Altho’ 
God by his discriminating grace 
in selecting a great proportion 
of the subjects of it, from 
among the children of pious pa- 
rents, has passed an alarming 
censure upon licentious educa- 
tion ; yet, by carrying the joys 
ef his salvation, even to some 
prayerless houses he has re- 
moved all occasion of despair 
from those who: have never been 
borne to the throne of grace on a 
parents heart. Christians have 
been taught, that the promise, 
was not only te them, and 
totheir children, but to as ma- 
ny as the Lord, their God should 
cal, A majority of those who 
have professed the name of 
Christ are youth.. 

May God with whom is“ the 
residue of the Spirit” impart to 
those of every age and des- 
cription, ‘that “grace which 
bringeth salvation.” 


New-Londor, July 2, 1809. 
+ Geen 


Extract of a Letter from the 
Rev. Mr. Beecher, to the Rev. 
Mr. Storrep—with a continu- 





ance of his Remarks to the 
Rev. Mr. Woodhull—dated 
East-Hampton, (L. I.) 20th 
January, \809. . 


MY DEAR BROTHER, 

INCE your last the Lord 

has appeared in his glory 
to build up Jerusalem in East- 
Hampton. He hath done and 
is doing great things for us, 
whereof we are glad. ‘The cloud,: 
a skirt of which, first began to 
rain upon Gardner’s island, 
hath at length risen and spread 
itself over every part of this: 
town, and is this moment rain- 
ing righteousnessupon us. This 
extension of the work of God, 
has beem sudden and in several 
places of the town very glorious. 
In a North-West village contain- 
fing about fifteen families— 
the people of God have been 
greatly comforted. A number 
are hopefully born again, and I 
amitold there is not an individual 
.in the village out of Christ, who 
is not in some measure appa~ 
rently awakened ; there is great 
Joy in that village. One week 
‘was spent in almost continual 
prayer and praise. In Ama- 
ganset, a village of thirty fami- 
lies, there is great consolation to 
the people of God, and a great 
‘solemnity anrong the youth ; 
a number deeply impressed ; 
but as yet few have emerged 
out of darkness. In the town 
the presence of God is mani- 
fested by crowded audiences, 
profoundly still and solemn ; by 
silent tears of convinced sin- 
ners, and blessed be the Lord,by 
‘the hopeful converson of anum-~ 
ber to God. Among these I 
shall surprise you when I name 
our neighbor ——; who until 





lately has been. justly classed: 
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among our pillars of infidelity 
He has falien at the feet of Jesus 
and exhibits the greatest change 
of views and feelings [I have 
ever witnessed. His soul is full 
of love to God and Christ, and 
of admiration of the doctrine, 
which, a tittle time since. he 
so violently hated——-He now pro- 
claims, ** Behold the man that 
was born blind,’ and declares 
eagerly to every wondering un- 
believer, !tis Jesus that hath 
opened his eyes. 

In Wainscot, « village of ten 
or twelve familics. so late as 
new year’s day—there was no 
appearance of a work of God : 
since that me the power of the 
highest has descended like a 
rushing mighty wind, and in 
one week there has been cight 
or ten hopeful conversions; four 
of the converts are heads ot fa- 
milies, and three of them breth- 
ren, forty and filty years of age. 
I preached in the village yes- 
terday, aud find not a soul una- 
wakened (young children ex- 
cepted.) Several oaks of Ba- 
shan, who have stood unmoved 
through past revivals, are now 
humbied and bowed down, I hope 
to their speedy fall. Itis a bles- 
sed day in Wainscot, a joyful 
day in East Hampton, and all 
her villages. I have never 
known the church to be so uni- 
versally awake and blessed with 
comfort and a spirit of prayer. 


Our seven deacons are fuil of 


Joy and humble boldness, and 
many beside them are becom- 
ing men mighty in prayer. 
The number of hopeful con- 
verts have arisen suddenly from 
fifteen or twenty, to between fif- 
ty and sixty, | cannot now as- 
certain the exact number ; yet 
the work seems now as if just 
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begun. Such is the Statement 
of brother Beecher, and the sub. 
sequent continuance of the 
work has fully justified his mog 
sanguine expectations ; the un- 
common attention among the 
people of his charge, so far from 
decreasing is lapidly increasing, 
to the presert (February 25th.) 
Since the above was written. the 
village before mentioned. Wain. 
scot, has been more abundantly 
watered by the shower. than 
any other district in the towp, 
Small children of eight, ten and 
twelve years of age, have been 
hopefully miade sharers, in the 
glorious blessings of this show- 
er. Numbers have been hope- 
tully converted, and others are 
now under the powerful opera. 
tions of the Holv Spirit. — [tis 
a scene, dear sir, truly affecting 
ainl most happily calculated to 
rouse the dormiaiit passions of 
the luke-warm Chrisuap, to be- 
hold these little creatures 
whichare just budding into life, 
praying with all ihe fervency of 
the aged saint, and_ praising 
their Creator with the zeal of a 
seruph—Suffer little children to 
come unto me and forbid them 
not. was the affectionate direc- 
tion of the Saviour of the world, 
to his disciples. By the influ- 
ences of bis Holy Spirit, he 
seeins to be gathering to his 
arms the lambs of his flock: 
and rendering ‘hem trophies of 
his victorious grace. 

In Bridge-Hampton there are 
appearances extremely flatter- 
ing. for the cause of our deat 
Redeemer ; though the ralt has 
but just began to descend: ye 
there are most pleasing indic d 
tions of an abundant shower. the 
children of God are unusually 
awake to the importance of 1m- 
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proving the present crisis ; con- 
ferences are frequent, crowded 
and solemn, in every part of the 
society. Twelve or fifteen 
within a fortnight are hopefully 
made subjects of divine grace. 
Vast numbers are alarmed and 
crying out, “ what shall we do ?” 
Some of the most flagitiously 
abandoned have been brought 
to a humble acknowledgment 
of divine sovereignty and the 
most humble confessions for 
their past offences. This is the 
Lord’s doing, it is marvellous in 
our eyes.—-In South Hampton, 
there are very animating pros- 
pects, especially among the 
blacks. In Sag Harbour, there 
have been some late instances 
of hopeful conversion, and the 
people of God seem pccul- 
iarly awakened to activity and 
diligence, in the performance of 
duty. As faras I am able to 
ascertain the facts in relation to 
the characteristic features of 
this work of God, it appears re- 
markably clear,deepandgenuine. 
Pungent convictions of the evil 
of sin, and the justice of God 
in the condemnation of sinners, 
attended with a great sense of 
the hardness of their hearts, of 
blindness and stupidity, seem to 
constitute generally the prepar- 
atory work of humiliation. New 
ideas of God, his law and gov- 
ernament—of sin—of Christ and 
the way of life, attended with 
new affections of the heart to- 
wards God and the Redeemer, 
seem, so far as I can learn, the 
ground of the hopes entertain- 
ed. That spirit of wild enthu- 
siasm which has in many in- 
stances too much tarnished the 
Work of God, seems here to 
have been superseded by a spi- 
ntof order and regularity.— 
Vor. IT. No. 9, 





The Lord has not uttered his 
| voice In the whirlwind, the earth- 
quake, or fire ; but in the silent, 
‘solemn movements upon the 
heart. The mostbitter enemies 
of religion can bring no railing 
accusation against the cause of 
God and the Lamb, in this 
case, from the unwarrantable 
zeal of its advocates. Their 
mouths are closed whilst the 
kingdom of Satan totters ; they 
are unable to struggle effectual- 
ly against the combined exer- 
tions of the valiant soldiers of 
Emanuel. 


TO THE EDITOR OF THE CON- 
NECTICUT MAGAZINE. 


SII, 

IF you deem the following 
account likely to subserve the 
great end of your valuable Ma- 
gazine, it is at your disposal. 


O see one, whose charac- 

ter stands irreproachable 
in the view of his acquaintance, 
borne down into the dust of a- 
basement in his own view, ar- 
gues great knowledge of the de- 
pravity of the heart. 

Such was the character of 
John Dunning, who left the 
world in the triumphs of faith 
and hepe May 2d, A. D. 1809. 

Toa friend the evening before 
he died, in the full exercise of 
his reason, he declared, * This 
night will be my last ; I wish to 
die just in the frame of mind, 
which I now enjoy ; 1am going 
to sleep in Jesus, God is my 
portion, and Christ is my Sav- 
iour.” <A few days previous to 
his death he observed, “ I have 
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Pisgah and to look over the Jor- 
dan of death, mto the very plea- 
sant Iand of promise, and to take 
a spiritual view, with an eye of 
faith, of those joys which I exe 
pect soon to experience.” With 
a joyful hope of a blessed im- 
mortality, he died, after a long 
sickness and much pain, which 
he endured with uncommon pa- 
tience and Christian fortitude. 
Not long before he died, he ob- 
served to a surviving brother, 
‘“ T have such a view of the Di- 
vine glory as almost entirely 
swallows up and annihilates: all 
my pains.” 
He died at the age of 26, in 
srookfield, the place of his na- 
tivity—After his death, were 
found his experiences written by 
himself. As they are concise 
and comprehensive it may be 
well to publish them entire. — 

‘They are as follows : 

-& Ta the full enjoyment of this 
world’s happmess, I spent my 
days in youth, until a wise Pro- 
vidence saw fit that I should 
be afflicted with chastisements 
ior my wickedness. I was ta- 
ken with a violent fever, which 
threatened immediate death— 
Tad it taken place I should have 
left the world seemingly with- 
out a thought of my future state. 
Biessed be God, who is ever 
waiting to be gracious, I was not 
then taken in an-evil hour. 


*Tis to his care we owe our breath, 

Andailour near escapes from death; 

Safety and health to God beiong, 

tie heals the sick and guards the 
strong. 

My fever soon abated and ter- 
minated in a lingering disorder, 
in which { continued for several 
months. Though dangerously 
ill, 1 had no serious apprehen- 
sions of raind, untii it pleased 


j 





to act, from a dependenc 


[Sepr, 
God, in his infinite Mercy, jn 
some degree to Open my blind 
eyes. I was now brought to nN 


serlous examination of Myself, 
’ 


but did not readily discover the 
deception of the wicked hear, 
I thought I could not be g9 
wicked as is represented of the 
sinner. But on a little further 
examination I discovered some. 
thing of the deceitful heart, | 
found that I was acting entirely 
from selfish motives. I wished 


as J thought, to be prepared for , 


death, and thought I should then 
be willing to die. 

F wished to be happy, but had 
not a thought of the glory of 
God. In some measure there 
was shewn me, the depravity of 


‘the heart, that in every act | 


had some selfish object, from 
which I acted, and that I had 
no power to govern my own 
heart, nor to think a good tho’t. 
It was not yet shewn me how 
the carnal mind was enmily a- 
gainst God, as was afterwards, 
which caused great striving in 
my heart. I had frequently re- 
solved to renounce the devil and 
al! his works, and to serve the 
Lord ; but did as frequently: 
break my resolutions. June 
24th, 1808, I did make a solemn 
dedication in the following man- 
ner :—This day I do in solemn 
consideration of my duty, give 
up myself to God, and do so 
icmnly engage to devote myselt 
Lo his service, im. withstanding 
andabstaining from all evil, as he 
shall give me strength. | give 
up all worldiy objects by looking 
unto Jesus for grace and salva- 
tion. Signed, John Dunning. 
This did somewhat ease MY 
afflictions, for 1 did endeavor 10 
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God, to whom I had solemnly 
devoted myself. On the next 
day, as 1 was riding, these 
words came to me, * Father, I 
will that they also whom thou 
hast given me be with me where 
Jam, that they may behold my 
glory which thou hast given 
me”” By viewing the love of 
Christ for his redeemed, my soul 


was filled with admiring com-. 


placency. He prays that they 
may be with him where he is : 
Oh! what transcendant love, 
his soul is so united to them, 
that he requests that they may 
be continually with him, that 
they may see his glory and en- 
joy his presence. This greatly 
animated me. There appeared 


tobe a beauty set on all things | 
created ; I could look upon them | 


with delight and complacency ; 
I could, as I thought, raise my 
heart te God, with warm and 


affectionate love, for his tender | 


mercies in Jesus Christ. This 
continued with me until the next 
day, when I was again left to the 
temptations of Satan and my ewn 
evil heart, which were greater 
than I ever experienced before. 

I was tempted to believe that 
this complacency sprung from 
aselfish idea, which is the case 
when we imagine that we are 
going to be made happy, and 
we know net how, nor for what, 
and when we imagine that we 
are going to escaDde punishment. 
Then we feel our hearts to re- 
bound with joy for our own pre- 
servation and happiness. This 


is a selfish joy, our love extends 
ho further than our own pre- 
servation, we have not in view 
for our ultimate object the glory 
and worship of God. My bear: 
how appeared to be very wicked. 
Indeed I had no heart to go to 
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God, through Christ for help. 
The thoughts of these things 
were very burdensome to my 
mind. I could not keep them 
on my mind, neither could I 
keep them from me. Now did 
the wicked heart shew its de- 
praved state by its rejecting ho- 
liness and godliness and cleay- 
ing to this world. How did it 
now strive to keep = any 
thought of divine things from 
my mind! How entertained 
would it be in contemplating on 
worldly things, and in filling 
the soul with Justs and evil ima- 
ginations ! How would it rise 
and swell with envy and malice 
at every refroof! Yo such a 
degree was this strife while it 
held, that I could find nothing 
that better resembled it, than a 
While per- 
mitted to enjoy their, natural 
course, they are peaceable. and 
quiet. If disturbed, they are 
the most malicious. I was iu 
this situation about two weeks, 
in which, was shewn me, as [I 
hope, something of human de- 
pravity, of enmity against God, 
and.of. the absolute necessity of 
a Saviour. After this time I 
was more relieved. The striv- 
ing abated and left me I know 
nothow, There have since ma- 
ny doubts and fears past through 
my mind. But from strict ex- 
amination and watchfulness, I 
am induced to hope in God, 
through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
who giveth us the victory, (with 
fear and much trembling.) O 
my soul, canst thou now hope in 
the merits of Jesus Christ ? 
Canst theu now believe that thy 
name. is recorded in the Lamb’s 
book of life. which shall never 
be erased! Canst thou see the 
reconciled countenance of God, 
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in Jesus Christ ? If so, happy 
artthou. That this may be thy 
happy lot, watch and pray, that 
thou mayest have a right to the 
tree of life. and enter in through 
the gates into the city, which 
may God of his infinite mercy 
grant for Jesus Christ’s sake. 
Amen.” 

At the commencement of the 
last year of his life he wrote 
the following “ birth day’s re- 
flections.” 

“ Thisday closes another year 
of my life! How swiftly on, 
roll the wheels of time ! With 
what imperceptible velocity am 
I hastened to the grave! Yet 
how much mispent time may 
be found in the last year! How 
many hours have been Joitereci 
away in tiresome vanities — 
Time, O, of whatinfinite impor- 
tance, were I sensible of its 
worth ! Of what vast impor- 
tance is one moment of time to 
a dying sinner! What would 
the damned souls give for one 
hour’s probation ! QO, fora heart 
to improve every moment as it 
pases on. in repenting of sin 
and imploring God’s mercy. 

“ Surely these short and fleet- 
ing moments need well be 1m- 
proved to fit one so unworthy, 
for the enjoyment of yonder 
eternity, in the presence of an 
holy God, who is of purer eyes 
than to behold iniquity. 

“ Q,that my sins and wicked- 
ness may be done away with the 
year, and appear no more! QO, 
that I may usher In the new 


year with anew heart, and new 


affections, and that I may be en- 
abled to spend the remainder 
of life in the service of my 
God. 

* Likely, this is the last birth 
day, that i shall ever see ! Like- 
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ly, before another returns 
wasting body, will be laid in the 
dust. But the soul, the more 
active part, will be arraigned be. 
fore the bar of God, there to 
give an account of the time ang 
talents given me to improve 
while in the body. Solemn me. 
ditation ! O my soul hast thoy 
begun thy last year upon earth! 
Art thou dwelling upon the last 
moments of thy probation! J; 
eternity at hand! Is the alrea. 
dy begun year to be the criteri. 
on, In which thy state is unal- 
terably to be fixed, where there 
is no work, device nor re. 
pentance ! These are not 
in the grave! Hither we are 
all swiftly hastening ! The dead 
cannot serve God,—the living 
only are granted this great pri- 
vilege. Life’s brittle — thread 
when once broken closes the 
scene. Is it so, my soul! Is 
this the only time which thou 
hast left thee to make thy peace 
with God, and to secure thine 
eternal salvation: And art thou 
lulled in a vain security of un- 
thoughtfulness and stupidity - 
Start, O, be roused from thy 
trance, gird up thy mind, work 
while itis day, for the night1s 
at hand, when thy feeble efforts 
shall be laid in the grave -— 
When once the closing scene ac- 
vances, eternity is presented to 
view. O eternity! eternity: 
}O my soul, listen to the small 
voice of the spirit! Hearken in 
this thy day to the gracious l! 
vitation of the Saviour! get 4 
interest in his favor, then mayst 
thon leave the world in peace; 
then mayst thou be clothed with 
the righteousness of Christ, and 
admitted to join in harmonious 
concert with the saints and an 
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gels. in the praises of God and 
the lamb forever and ever.” 

N. B. Let it be remembered, 
the Calvinistic doctrines were 
once peculiarly offensive to Mr. 
Dunning. but they became the 
joy and delight of his soul in a 
dying hour. 


a ¢ om 
The Soliloquist. 
NO. 9. 


OW blessed is the privi- 
lege of praying and prais- 

ing God. Once I dreaded pray- 
er and my resentment rose a- 
eainst the minister of religion 
who urged on me the duties of 
the closet ; now prayer is my 
only comfort, my only stay ! 
How strange ! that an infinite 
and most holy God should be- 
come a pleasing object of 
contemplation ! That the law 
which condemns me should ap- 
pear unexceptionable ! yea 
more, that the very penalty, 
under which I am sentenced 
should be so just ! how strange! 
that the providence of God, 
which was my daily fear, should} 
how appear to meso ageeable,| 
80 wise, that I can cheerfully 
commit myself into its hands ! 
What if this providence should 
aflict me? It will be right. 
What if this justice should con- 
demn me? It will be gloriously 
just. Whatif the grace of the 
gospel should be finally denied 
me? Tshould have nothing to 
say in reply to a just sovereign- 
ty. My mouth, like every other 
sinner’s would be stopped,and all 
glory would belong to God: | 
do not wish to be out of his hand. 
rhe idea that there is no God, 
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| law, government and providence 


would overspread the universe 
with deeper gloom, than I ever 
conceived, when I thought my- 
self sinking to the depth of eter- 
nal misery. Let the Lord be 
just and on the throne forever. 
Let his kingdom prevail what- 
ever my condition may be. The 
loss of an atom in the universe 
can be nothing. 

How transporting my sight 
of the divine perfections in pray- 
erthis morning! I shall never 
enter the garden again without 


'fecling a solemnity, a sense of 
' glory which I never had before. 


Each bough of ‘the tree under 
which I kneeled displayed the 
Creator’s glory and goodness. 
The sky, empurpled by the 
beams of the approaching sun, 
was a fit emblem of heaven, and 
all nature silently praised God. 
Oh ! it was at this moment, that 
the gardenot Gethsemane struck 
my imagination. A prostrated 
Saviour, the Son of God, the 
brightness of the father’s glory, 
praying, “ if it be possible let 
this cup pass from me, never- 
theless, not my will but thine be 
done.” How my heart leaped 
within me and seemed to an- 
swer him, * O glorious Son of 
God, if it be possible let me be 
saved by thy merits, neverthe- 
less, if | must perish through 
my guilt, let not thy glory ever 
be hidden from me?’ Is not 
this an encouragement, that 
God will, at some time have 
compassion on me ; but if he 
doth it must be unmerited grace. 
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A Circular Address from the Bi- 
ble Society of Massachusetts, 
with the Constitu:ion, List of 
Officers, Trustees, &c. 


YT HE attention of the pub- 
lick is respectfully and 
earnestly invited to an institu- 
tion, which has just been formed 
in Boston “ for the distribution 
of Bibles and Testaments.”— 
Though we have been preceded 
in this pious and liberal design 
by the example, not only of a 
foreign nation, but also of a dis- 
tant part of our own, it is believ- 
ed, that the motives for our ex- 
ertions are not superseded by 
theirs, or diminished by the dis- 
tance, or the time, at which we 
have engaged in this auspicious 
undertaking. 
li is generally known, that in 
the year 1804, a society was 
formed in London, under the 
patronage of some of the most 
respectable names among the 
nobility, clergy, and others of 
every religious denomination, 
for the grand and simple pur- 
pose of distributing the Holy 
Scriptures in all countries, and 
In all languages. So forcibly 
does the simplicity, as well as 
the usefulness of this. design, 
strike every serious mind, that 
perhaps the first sentiment is 
that of wonder, that it had never 
before been adopted on an ex- 
tensive scale in any part of chris- 
tendom. The history of the 
operations of this magnificent 
establishment seems, however, 
to show, that it has been adopted 
late, only to be embraced with 
the more zeal, and prosecuted 
with the more success. The 
Jive veports, which this society 
has published, cannot fail to 
seize the attention and gladden 
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the heart of every Christian who 
reads them. He will think he 
sees, at NO great distance, the 
day, when every region of Eu- 
rope, and perhaps of the eastern 
continent, Is to feel the influence 
of this charity, for which chris- 
tendom called, and thousands 
have already blessed the names 
of its authors. 

In our own country, the Phi. 
ladelphia Bible Society has the 
honor of taking the lead in this 
cause of God and of Christian 
benevolence ; but, instead of ex- 
tending their views to the whole 
United States, by making their 
society the centre of other con- 
nected establishments, they have 
thought it most proper to re- 
commend the institution of sim- 
ilar independent associations* in 
the capital cities throughout 
the country. The vast extent 
of our territory, as well as other 
considerations of convenience, 
seems to justify the course, 
which has been taken. This 
society published an interesting 
address to the public, as well as 
a report, in which they give it 
as their opinion, that one fourth 
part of the families in this coun- 
try are destitute of the holy 
scriptures. If, in our northern 
region, this estimate does not 
even greatly exceed the actual 
state of. the facts, there is a call 
for the charitable activity of 
Christians, which ought not tobe 
heard without a generous sul 
prise, mingled indeed with some 
degree of humiliation. 

In consequence of an « ad- 
dress to the Christian public, 
which had been previously a 


* We have lately heard of the 


establishment of a similar socie) 
in Connecticut. 
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culated among us, about two 
hundred persons of different re- 
ligious denominations met to- 
gether in the Representatives 
Chamber in Boston, on the szxth 
day of the present month, to 
cousider the expediency of form- 
ing themselves into an associa- 
tion, for the purpose of distribu- 
ting the Bible. It was readily 
and unanimously agreed to ap- 
point a committee to draw up 
the necessary rules. for the or- 
ganization of such a society.— 
Atasecend meeting the regu- 
lations were produced and adopt- 
ed, a subscription was opened 
on the spot, and instantly filled, 
officers and trustees were cho- 
sen, and the necessary measures 
taken to carry the design into 
immediate and effectual opera- 
tion. 

But this cannot be done with- 
out the aid of the rich, the ac- 
tivity of the good, and the gen- 
eral approbation and concur- 
rence of the community. It is 
therefore in obedience to the or- 
ders of the trustees, and with 
the view of obtaining the con- 
tribution and the co-operation of 
Christians in every part of the 
state; that this address is written. 
To collect and present to the 
minds of the religious or the 
reflecting arguments in favor of 
this design, would seem almost 
superfuous, even if it had not 
been so powerfully recommend- 
ed as itis by the addresses and 
the example of the socicties we 
have mentioned ; for now it is 
but to open the eye, and a scene 
of good presents itself. 

You are invited, Christians, to 
lend your aid to the distribution 
of the Bible. The revealed word 
of God is, and ever has been the 
source of what is most valuable 





in human knowledgé, most sal- 
utary in human institutions, pure 
in human affections, comfortable 
in human condition, desirable 
and glorious in human expecta- 
tions. Without it man returns 
to a state of nature; ignorant, 
depraved, and helpless; left 
without assurances of pardon, 
lost to the way of recovery and 
life. It is the pearl of great 
price, to buy which the mer- 
chant in tbe parable sold all that 
he had,and yet wasrich. Without 
this, wealth is poor ; and the 
treasures of ancient wisdom, and 
modern science, a mass of inan- 
imate knowledge.* 


ae ee 


* If the quotation of human au- 
therities could add to the impor- 
tance of this subject, it would be 
easy to produce a multitude of tes- 
timonies of illustricus men. ‘The 
following declaration of the great 
Selden, just before his death, to 
Abp. Usher, is peculiarly impres- 
sive. 

‘That notwithstanding he had 
been so laborious in his enquiries, 
and curious in his collections ; and 
haa possessed himself of a treasury 
of books and manuscripts upon all 
antient subjects, yet he could rest 
his soul on none save the scriptures. 
And above all, that passage gave 
him the most satisfaction, [Titus ii. 
11—14] as comprising the nature, 
end, and reward of true religion. 
Lhe grace of God, that bringethk 
salvation, hath afifieared to all men ; 
teaching us, that denying ungodlh- 
ness and worldly lusts, we should 
live soberly, righteously, and godly 
in this present world ; looking for 
that blessed hope, and glorious afi- 
pearing of the great God, and our 
Saviour Jesus Christ, who gave 
himself for us, that he might redeem 
us from all iniquity, and jurify un- 
to himselfa peculiar freofile, zea- 
lous of good works.” 

Sir Christopher Hattcn, also, a 
great statesman, a little beiore his 
death,advised his relations to be se- 
rious in searching after the will of 
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We live ina part of the world, 
where, through the goodness of 
God, almost every man has been 
taught to read 5 and where the 
scriptures, as soon as they are 
placed in his hands, are within 
the reach of his understanding. 
We live, too, in an age of chris- 
tianity, when the Bible can nel- 
ther be prohibited nor discoun- 
tenanced by human authority. 
It can no more be locked up in 
the language of the learned, or 
disguised and mutilated by the 
dishonest or the profane. It 
was the most glorious conse- 
quence of the reformation to 
draw forth the book of God from 
the obscurity in which it had 
been kept, and by giving irans- 
lations in the vernacular 
tongues, to throw open ils trea- 
sures to the people, and thus 
also to secure them forever a- 
rainst its future loss. It was 
the unsealing of the fountain of 
life, thatits waters might freely 
flow for the healing of the peo- 
ple. We too in New-England 
cought never to forget, that to 
preserve the authority of this 
book unimpaired, and to enjoy 
the privilege of a free con- 

a 


Godin his holy word ; for said he 
—I have seen an end ofall perfec- 
tion, but thy commandment is ex- 
ceeding broad ! Whatever other 
knowledge a man may be endowed 
withal, could he by a vast and im- 
perious mind, and a heart as large 
as the sand upon the sea shore, com- 
mand allthe knowledge of art and 
nature, of words and things ; and 
yet not know the author of his being, 
and the preserver of his life, his so- 
vereign and his judge, his surest re- 
fuge in trouble, his best friend or 
worst enemy, the support of his life, 
and the hope of his death, his future 
happiness, and his portion forever ; 
—he doth but go down to hell with 
a great deal of wisdom.” 


Address from the Massachusctis Bible Society, 
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science enlightened and embol. 
dened by its truth, our forefa. 
thers crossed the ocean with lit. 
tle more than this volume jp 
their hands, and its spirit in 
their heart ; and if there is noy 
in the character and circym. 
stances of their posterity any 
thing worth preserving, to this 
beok are we to trace the good 
which remains, and look also 
for the Improvement which is to 
come. 

The novel sight of so many 
Christian denominations, unit. 
ing with adour to diffuse a know- 
ledge of the common records of 
their faith, is peculiarly grateful 
in these days of division, and we 
hope not unacceptable to the 
great head of the church. He, 
who came ¢9 fireach the gosfel 
tothe poor, to bind uft the bro- 
ken hearted, to preach deliverance 
to the cafitives, and recovery of 
sight to the blind, when he was 
reading this very passage out of 
the book of God in the jewish 
synagogue, added, this day is this 
scripture fulfilled in your eartm 
Christians, we call on you to re- 
accomplish this prediction + 
mong us, by sending the gos 
pel, all simple and salutary asit 
is, wherever it may be wanted; 
to the dwellings of the poor and 
distressed ; to the huts of the 
distant and solitary; to the 
chamber of the prisoner, and 
the cell of the criminal ; and 
last, though not least, to the 
bedside of the old, whose eye 
dimmed with the rheum © 
age, can yet spell out its col 
tents. With this in your hands, 
you go to the poor, not with 
aspect of a partizan, to instil the 
notions of a sect, but in the od 
and open guise of truth yor 
they cannot suspect, to m 
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them an offering of charity in 
the spirit of love. You go as 
the stewards of the greatest ben- 
efaction, which mankind ever 
received ; the bequest of the 
prince of life, who. though ke 
was rich, for our sakes became 
poor, that wes through his fiov- 
erty, might become rich. Sure- 
ly, if it is lawful lo estimate 
the good to be anticipated from 
an institution of this nature, by 
the evils which it avoids, or the 
inconveniences and objections 
which it obviates, we may hail 
the day. when the word of God. 
entirely unobstructed by the 
passions of men, shall run and 
be giorified in its course. 

Is it said, thar there would 
be no want of motives or need of 
arguments for the distribution 
of this * undoubted good, ” if it 
could once be believed, that 
there was any want of Bibles in 
New-Enegland ? Christians, it is 
to persuade you to join with us 
in ascertaining this deficiency, 
that we circulate this address. 
Itis to request every man who 
hears of this society, and espe- 
tially every minister of the gos- 
pel, to institute a diligent en- 
quiry, as far as he can extend 
his sphere of information, to 
fnd where this book is most 
wanted, or will be most useful. 
Itis only from the reports of ac- 
tive and intelligent christians, 
that we can know the whole 
range of good to which we are 
called: and we . confidently 
hope, that no man, who has the 
opportunity or the power ol dis- 
pensing a benefit like this, will 
be unwilling to contribute some- 
thing to the funds ef his own 
usefulness. | 

Itis believed, that, in the 


fastern and thinly settled re- 
Vox. II. No. 9, ; 














gions of New-England, where 
iamilies are so distant from one 
another, that they have not the 
advantage of public worship, it 
also happens often, that, either 
through poverty or indifference, 
the Bible does not make a part 
of the furniture of the house- 
hold. There are also, in almost 
every town, some poor, unhap- 
y creatures, to whom such a 
gift would be grateful: the 
poorhousesand prisons therefore 
invite our earliest attention. 
There are also straitened fam- 
ilies, unprovided with copies 
enough ofthe Scriptures to sup- 
ply their wants; or, if the 
possess a single bible, it is so 
much worn, or so badly printed, 
as to require to be replaced. 
Heads of families may find. that 
many of their domestics have 
not supplied themselves with a 
bible, who would receive one 
from them with gratitude. It 
is true, that this, besides bein 
our best, isour cheapest book ; 
but it is also true, that men of- 
ten value that as a present, 
which they had not the resolu- 
tion to buy, even at the lowest 
price. Inshort, if in some ca- 
ses we can only prolong the 
pleasures of aged christians, 
by furnishing them with more 
legible copies of their favorite 
volume, we shall not lose our 
reward with him, who cannot 
forget the gift of a cup of cold 
water in his name, to one of 
his little ones. Besides these 
cases, which present themselves 
to our first thoughts, we are 
confident, that a diligent enqui- 
rywill call forth the kowledge of 
many other unexpected wants, 
which this institution can sup- 
ply. 
Ministers of the gospel! en 
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you we have our first claims. 
Surely it is not necessary to suc- 
gest to you, that the success of 
your labors essentially depends 
on the familiar acquaintance of 
your hearers with that book, 
from which you profess to draw 
your principles and your pre- 
cepts. We rely on your co-ope- 
ration, as you look for the salva- 
tion of your people. For it is 
the simple word of God, which 
is, after all, of any intrinsic val- 
‘ue, ofany sure and sanctifying 
efficacy. The sermons of 
preachers, the explanations of 
critics, the commentaries, sys- 
tems, and hypotheses of divines, 
and all the mass of theological 
learning, with which the world 
¥s crowded, are when compared 
with this book, but the halos 
round the sun, which gives them 
all the lustre they may have. 
You then have ay interest in 
this cause, which itis in vain for 
us to attempt to enhance. 
' Christians, whom God has 
blessed with wealth! we ask 
you how, in the wide region of 
charity, it is possible to select 
an object, where bounty is less 
tikely to be perverted ; or where 
the giver is sure, that he does 
not even indirectly minister to 
the injury of his fellow-crea- 
tures? Here, though you should 
fail of doing the good you ex- 
pect, you cannot be betrayed 
intoa harm, which you do not 
foresee ; but, on the contrary, 
if your bounty be not utterly 
lost, you know that its conse- 
quences will extend far beyond 
the present life, and tke reach 


of present calculation. 

The influence of early in- 
struction in the Scriptures is 
sometimes very great, where it 
is not acknowledged ; and it is | 
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outal atts 
ultivated minds 
have been conscious, even after 
they have too much relinquish. 
ed the good habits of thei: 
childhood, and among them the 
reading of the Bible. The want 
of this book in a rising family 
9 
whcre the parents are peor and 
indifferent, the children igno- 
rant, rude, and abandoned, and 
the rest of the family left with. 
out the chance of gaining any re- 
ligious ideas, is a subject of se. 
rious thought to the philanthro- 
pist, who only looks forward to 
the character of thenext rene 
eration. For, from _ these 
another race is to be propaga- 
ted, and, in this new country, 
perhaps other regions peopled. 
Need it be added, that the 
christian philanthropist is obli- 
ged to follow these fearful con- 
sequences to another and an 
eternal state of existence, where 
it will be too late to instruct, and 
where charity can neither ran- 
som nor relieve ! 

When we consider, Chris- 
tlans, what it has cost to estab- 
lish the religion of Jesus in the 
world, the miracles, the sorrows, 
and at last the life of the Lord 
of Glory, the labors and suffer- 
ings of the apostles, the priva- 
tions of the early Christians, the 
blood of innumerable martyrs; 
and the prayers and studies, the 
preaching and laborious min- 
istry of so many great and good 
men in past ages ; and at the 
same time reflect, that, In con- 
sequence of the discovery of the 
artof printing, we have it now 
in our power to communicate at 
the easiest rate the knowle’¢’ 
of a gospel, for which so muc 
has been expended; it seem 








4., &. 


— aes fe 








1809.} 


almost an insult to ask, if there 
is a disciple in Christendom, 
who can refuse his aid to such a 
charity. The request would 
indeed appear impertinent, if the 
consequences were less vast, or 
even less than infinite. When 
we consider too the zeal, with 
which proselytes have been 
made to every sect in bistory ; 
the travels of missionaries tothe 
extremities of the earth; the 
industry and generosity, with 
which error itself has been pro- 
pagated ; and the funds, which 
have been accumulated for the 
service of Christianity in many 
of its artificial forms ; we are 
almost ashamed to importune 
you for contributions to circu- 
late the simple word of God. 
But the very simplicity and 
greatness of the object forbid us 
to remain silent. Wecall upon 
you therefore in the name of 
your master ! In this cause the 
voice of censure cannot raise a 
whisper against you, the powers 
of darkness cannot defeat you 
by mingling human passions 
with the object, and innumera- 
blesouls, who shall live for ever, 
will not cease to bless you. 
In behalf of the Trustees, 
WILLIAM PHILLIPS, 
President. 
Joseph S. Buckminster, Cor. Sec. 
John Pierce, Rec: Sec. 


ee + 
Conversion of two Mahometans. 


WO Mahometans of Ara- | 
4 bia, persons of considera- 
ion in their own country, have 
been lately converted to the 
Christian faith, One of them 
has already suffered martydom, 


Conversion of two Mahometana. 





aad the other is now engaged in 
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translating the Spriptures, and 
in concerting plans for the con- 
version of his countrymen.— 
The name of the martyr was 
Abdallah ; and the name of the 
other, who is now translating the 
Scriptures, is Sabat ; or, as he 
is called since his Christian bap- 
tism, Nathaniel Sabat. Sabat 
resided in my house some time 
before I left India, and I had 
from his own mouth the chief 
part of the account which I 
shall now give to you. Some 
particulars I had from others. 
His conversion took place after 
the martyrdom: of Abdallah, 
“to whose death he was con- 
senting ;” and he related the 
circumstances to me with many 
tears. 

Abdallah and-Sabat were in- 
timate friends, and being young 
men of family in Arabia, they 
agreed to travel together, and 
to visit foreign countries. They 
were both zealous Mahometans. 
Sabat is son of Ibrahim Sabat, 
a noble family of the line of 
Beni-Sabat, who trace their ped- 
igree to Mahomet. The two 
friends left Arabia, after paying’ 
their adorations at the tomb of 
their prophet at Mecca,and tra- 
velled through Persia and 
thence to Cabul. Abdallah was 
appointed to an office of state 
under Zemaun Shah, King of 
Cabul; and Sabat left him there’ 
and proceeded on a tour through’ 
Tartary. 

While Abdallah remained at’ 
Cabul, he was converted to the 
Christian faith by the perusal 
of a Bible (as is supposed) be- 
longing to a Christian from Ar- 
menia, then residing at Cabul.’ 
In the Mahometan states, it is 
death for a man of rank to be-’ 
come a Christian. Abdallah’ 
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endeavoured for a time to con- 
ceal his conversion, but finding 
it no longer possible, he deter- 
mined to flee to some of the 
Christian churches near theCas- 
pian Sea. He accordingly left 
Cabul in disguise, and had gained 
the great city of Bochara, in 
Tartary. when he was met in 
the streets of that city by his 
friend Sabat, who immediately 
recognized him. Sabat had 
heard of his conversion and 
flight, and was filled with indig- 
nation athis conduct. Abdallah 
knew his danger, and threw 
himself at the feet of Sabat.— 
He confessed that he was a 
Christian, and implored him, by 
the sacred tie of their former 
friendship,to let him escape with 
his life. . ** But, Sir,” said Sa- 
bat, when relating the story 
himself, * I had no fity. I cau- 
‘sed my servants to seize him, 
‘and 1 delivered him.up to Mo- 
‘rad Shah, King of Bochara. 
¢ He was sentenced to die, and a 
‘herald went through the city 
‘of Bochara, announcing the 
‘time of his execution. An 
‘immense multitude attended, 
‘andthe chief men of the city. 
‘ Talso went and stood near to 
¢ Abdallah. He was offered his 
¢ Jife,if he would abjure Christ, 
‘the. executioner standing by 
¢ him with his sword in his hand. 
¢ No,’ said he (as if the proposi- 
‘tion were impossible to be 
‘ complied with) ‘1 cannot ab- 
‘jure Christ.” Then one of his 
¢ bands was cut off at the wrist. 
¢ He stood firm, his arm hang- 
‘ing by his side with but little 
‘motion. A physician, by de- 
‘ sire of the king. offered to heal 
‘the wound, if he would recant. 
* He made no answer, but look- 
‘ ed up steadfastly towards hea- 
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‘ ven, like Stephen the first mar. 
‘tyr, his eyes Streaming with 
‘tears. He did not look with 


‘ anger towards me. He looked 
‘at me, but it was benignly, ang 
‘with the countenance of foy. 
‘giveness. Hisother hand was 
‘then cut off. But. Sir.” Said 
eng in his imperfect English, 

he never changed, he never 
‘changed. And when he bowed 
‘ his head to receive the blow of 
Seeth. atl Bochare seemed to 

say. ‘ What new thing js 
‘this? ” 

Sabat had indulged the hope 
that Abdallah would have re. 
canted when he was offered his 
life ; but when he saw that his 
friend was dead, he resigned 
himself to grief and remorse. 
He travelled from place to place, 
seeking rest and finding none. 
At last he thought that he would 
visit India. He accordingly 
came to Madras about five years 
ago. Soon after his arrival, he 
was appointed by the English 
government a Multi, or ex- 
pounder of Mahometan law; 
his great learning, and respec- 
table station in his own country, 
rendering him eminently quali- 
fied for that office. . And now 
the period of his own conversion 
drew near. While he was at 
Visagapatam, in the Northern 
Circars, exercising his proles- 
sional duties. Providence brought 
in his way a New J estament in 
Arabic. He read it with 
deep thought, the Koran lying 
before him. He compared 
them together. and at length the 
truth of God fell on his mind, 
as he expressed it, like a flo 
of light. Seon afterwards he 
proceeded to Madras, a journey 
ot 300 miles, to seek Chrisuan 
baptism ; and having made @ 
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yblic confession of his faith, he 
was baptized by the Rev. Dr. 
Kerr, in the English Church at 
that place, by the name of Na- 
thaniel, in the twenty seventh 
year of his age. — 
Being now desirous to devote 


his future life tothe glory of 


God, he resigned his secular 
employ, and came by invitation 
to Bengal, where he 1s now en- 
gaged in translating the Scrip- 
turesinto the Persian language. 
This work hath not hitherto 
been executed, for want of a 
translator of sufficient ability. 
The Persian is an important lan- 
guage in the ast,being the gen- 
eral language of Western Asia, 
particularly among the higher 
classes, and is understood from 
Calcutta to Damascus. But 
the great work which occupies 
the attention of this noble Ara- 
bian, is the promulgation of the 
Gospel among his own country- 
men; and from the present 
fluctuations of religious opinion 
in Arabia, he is sanguine in bis 
hopes of success. His first 
work is entitled, (Neama Be- 
sharatin lil Arabi) Happy Vews 
for Arabia ;” written in the Na- 
buttee, or common dialect ot 
the country. It contains an el- 
oquent and argumentative elu- 
cidation of the truth of the Gos- 
pel. with copious authorities ad- 
mitted by the Mahometans 
themselves, and particulariy by 
the Wahabians. And, prefixed 
to it, is an account of the con- 
version of the author, and an ap- 
peal to the members of his 
weil-known family in Arabia, 
for the truth of the facts. 

_ The following circumstance 
In the history of Sabat ought 
hot to have been omitted. 
When his family in Arabia had 








heard that he had followed the 
example of Abdallah, and be- 
come a Christian, they dlis- 
patched bis brother to India (a 
voyage of two months) to assas- 
sinate him. While Sabat was 
sitting in his house at Visaga- 
patam, his brother presented 
himself in the disguise of a Fa- 
queer, or beggar, having a dag- 
ger concealed under his man- 
tle. He rushed on Sabat, and 
wounded him. But Sabat seized 
his arm, and his servants came 
to his assistance. He then re- 
cognized his brother. ‘The as- 
sassin would have become the 
victim of public justice, but 
Sabat interceded for his brother, 
and sent him home in peace, 
with letters and presents, to his 
mothers’s house in Arabia. 

‘“ The preceding narrative of 
the recent conversion to the 
Christian faith of two Mahom- 
etans, and of the martyrdom of 
one of them may be depended 
upon asa fact. It is extracted 
from a Sermon preached. last 
February in Bristol, England, 
—for the Benefit of the 
‘Society for Missions to Af- 
rica. and the East,” by the 
Rev. Claudius Buchanan, who 
lately returned from a mission 
to the East-Indies, where he be- 
came intimately acquainted 
with one of the subjects of the 
narrative. The Sermon, from 
which the extract is taken,!Is one 
of the most valuable publica-. 
tions which have appeared on the 
subject of missions to the east ; 
it contains much interesting in- 
formation respecting the state 
of religion in that country ; and 
the animating prospect which it 
presents concerning the progress 
of Jight in that benighted part 
of the world cannot fail to glad- 
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den the heart of every reader 
who feels a desire for the en- 
largement of the kingdom of 
the Redeemer,—of him whose 
coming to bless the world was 
announced to certain sages by 
the appearance of a “star in 
the East.” The Editor would 
gladly enrich the pages of this 
Magazine with the whole of the 
Sermon, but its length renders it 
unsuitable for insertion in a work 
of this kind, as it cannot be all 
published in one number. It is 
now reprinting in Haatford and 
will soonbe ready for sale, for the 
benefit of the Missionary So- 
ciety of Connecticut, and of the 
Connecticut Bible Society. 
The Editor feels it his duty to 
recommend the Discourse to 
his readers. They will find 
themselves amply compensated 
for the trifling sum which they 
must pay for it, in the pleasure 
which its perusal will afford 
them ; at the same time they 
will have the satisfaction of con- 
tributing a mite for the benefit 
of two Societies, the impor- 
tance of which is very strixingly 
illustrated, by the information 
communicated in Mr. Bucha- 
nan’s most excelient Sermon.” 
THE EDITOR. 
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TO THE EDITOR OF THE CON- 
NECTICUT MAGAZINE. 


THE increase of liberal in- 
stitutions in our country, for the 
relief of the poor and distress- 
ed of every description, and to 
disseminate sacred knowledge 
isa proof of the growing in- 
fluence of Christian piety. To 
do good and communicate is a 
leading feature in the character 
ofa Christian. We find by ex- 
‘perience there is more difficul- 
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ty in originating and Organizing 
liberal institutions, than in find. 
ing the means to execute their 
charitable intentions. A ny. 
ber of small societies, within the 
narrow sphere in which they 
act, may do more good, wipe 
from the eye of distress more 
tears, and diffuse more moral 
instruction, than can possibly be 
done by any general institution, 
1 am led to these reflections by 
the recent formation of two Fe- 
male Societies in this place— 
‘There are more than fifty towns 
in Connecticut, where similar 
Societies would advance the in- 
terests of humanity and reli- 
gion, and to excite the same 
spirit, | make this communica- 
tion. MARIA. 


Constitution of the Hartford Fe- 
male Beneficent Society. 


Tue name shall be the “ Fe- 
male Beneficent Society.” 

The primary and general ob- 
ject of the Society, shall be, to 
relieve the distressed, and to 
promote knowledge, virtue and 
happiness, among the female 
part of the community. 

The particular design shall be 
to raise funds for the benefit of 
the poor belonging to the City 
of Hartford, but relief may be 
extended to others if it is deem- 
ed necessary. 

The next object shall be to 
seek out and assist such persons 
as wish for reeularemployment; 
or have been reduced by misfor- 
tune, and are prevented by difi- 
dence, or. delicacy of feeling; 
trom soliciting aid. 

Another object shall be to de- 
vote a part of the money col 
tributed to the education © 
young females, who shall be 
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placed under the care of such 
serious person or persons, as 
will give them instruction in 
reading,sewing, and good house- 
wifery, and impress them with 
moral and religious principles. 
Ata proper age, the Society 
shall endeavor to place them in 
a situation to obtain a living for 
themselves. 

Every subscriber who shall 
pay 25 cents per quarter, can 
be a member of the Society, and 
any female who will advance 15 
dollars, shall be a member with- 
out any further payment. 

The Officers of the Society 
shall be, 


Ist, A President, whose duty it 
shall be to preserve order, to pro- 
pose questions named for dicussion, 
axl to declare the decisions. She 
shall have the casting vote. With 
the advice of the managers, she may 
call special meetings ot the Society. 
When the President is absent, the 
chief Manager presides. 

2d, A Secretary, who shall keep 

a register of the names of the mem- 
bers, receive the subscriptions quar- 
terly at her house onthe third Tues- 
day in August, November, Februa- 
ryand May, and pay them to the 
Treasurer ; she shall attend the 
meetings of the Society, and record 
their proceedings. 
_ 3d, A Treasurer, whose business 
it shall be to take charge of the mo- 
mes collected for the Society, and 
when called upon to render an ac- 
count of the funds, and of her re- 
ceipts and payments. She shall pay 
out ho money without a written or- 
der from the chief Manager. 

4th. Thirteen Managers, whose 
business it shall be to seek out pro- 
per objects of relief for the Society. 
hey shall have a right with the 
advice of the chief Manager, to 
draw upon the Treasurer for such 
sums asshe shall deem necessary, 
and shall give account to the Society 
how those sums have been applied. 

‘hey shall meet once a menth on 
such days as they shall think best, 
4nd choose from among themselves 





a chief Manager who shall preside 
at their meetings. At a meeting 
where three are present, business 
may be transactied. 

5ih, A Committee of two, who 
shail meet on the week before the 
meeting for chooslng officers, and 
examine the accounts of the Secre- 
tary and Treasurer, and make re- 
port to the Society. 

There shall be two stated meet- 
ings in a year, viz.on the first Wed- 
nesday in October, and first Wed- 
nesday in April. Ten members 
shall form a quorum. 

The officers are to be chosen an- 
nually on the first Wednesday in 
April. Every meeting of the Sccie- 
ty shall be cpened with prayer 

Any member may withdraw her 
name by paying what is due, and 
giving orders for that purpose to the 
secretary. 

The Society have agreed to have 
a sack provided, which shall be pla- 
ced in a situation where each mem- 
ber may, if she pleases, put in at an 


! time, clothing or cther things whic 


may be useful to the poor. This 
sack will be lodged at the house of 
the chief Manager, who with the 
assistance of a majority of the Man- 
agers, may dispose of the contents 
in such a manner as shall by them 
be thought best. 


Lhe Names of the Cfficers. 


Mrs. Ruth Patten, President. 
Mrs. Mary Averiil, Secretary. 
Mrs. Elizabeth Rogers, Zreasurer. 


Mrs. Anne Hosmer, Mrs. Mary 
Grew, Mrs. Esther Taicctt, Mrs. 
Esther M. Chester, Mrs. Bathsheba 
Ely, Mrs. Lucy M. Brace, Rebecca 
S. Burr, Laura Colton, Mary Ol- 
cott, Ann Hosmer, Ruth Bull, Mary 
Hempsted, and Dolly Babcock, J/a- 
NALETS.» 

‘here are at present 170 subscri- 
bers, and many more will soon be 
added. It is also expected, that the 
affluent will make use cf this insti- 
tution, as an organ for dispensing 
their more liberal charities. 

a 
The Cent Society. 

THE young Ladies desirous of 
contrbuting a mite towards promo- 
tine the important object for which 











360 


the Connecticut Bible Society was 
instituted, azree each of them to pay 
at least one cent per week, to com- 
mence from the time annexed to 
their respective names. ‘The money 
to oe paid to that one of their num- 
ber who shall be designated from 
time to time by the Treasurer of the 
said Society, to receive the same, 
and the person thus receiving it is to 
account with the said Treasurer 
once in three months for what she 
shall receive within that time. 


~ Present number of subscribers 152. 


ORDINATION. 


Ordinations..... Donation, Sc. 





On Wednesday August 16, the 
Rev. Alien M*Lean was ordained to 
the pastoral care of the Church and 
Society in Simsbury. The Rev. 
Jonathan Miller made the introduc- 





{Sker. 


ORDAINED at Westford, July 
sth, the Rev. George Coltum Rey 
Mr. Bull, a gentleman from Eng- 
land, made the introductory pray- 
er; Rev Mr Hotchkin of Greg. 
ville preached the sermon from 
Isaiah “2d 8th; Mr. Benedict of 
Franklin made the consecratip 

prayer ;—during which, the whole 
council imposed hands. ; Mr. Kirgs- 
Jury, gave the charge ; Mr. Chap- 
man of Burlington presented the 
right hand of feliow ship ; Mr. Fenn 
of Harpersfield made the concly. 
ding prayer; Mr. Williams of 
Springfield, made an addressto the 
church ; and Mr. Griswold of Hart- 
wicke, tothe people. 





DLiD, on the 230 of August 





tory prayer; the Rev. Andrew 
Yates preached from Acts xx, 27. 
“For 'have not shunned to declare 
unto you all the counsel of God.” 
The Rev. Doctor Perkins made the 
consecrating prayer ; the Rev. Ru- 
tus Hawley gave the Charge ; the 
Rev. William F. Miller gave the 
Right hand of Fellowship ; and the 
Rev. Nozh Porter made the conclu- 


j of this Magazine. 


Patt. ee Oe — =. — . 
: i seb Tie pase 
_ ss cages oe ete ete arg areas OT +s 
wd eS . i cays: = ye ane + 
ix : : aad 2a ao 
“ —< SF (ROA STE oe. i ord F 
ee ani" 5 5 : - ‘ - Se ae Et > “ 
a a . sa me 


At ee eee 


Pre 





ae 


i | 


Regge * 4 


oP te 


oe 
pt 





He | 
fi 
ies 
¥ it 
ahi 
“¥ 
bi 
be 
Be 

7 
Bs 
df 
a 
€ Sa 


ding prayer. 


last. Mr. LEMvEL Lincotn,aged 
31 years, one of the Publishers 
The publi- 
cation will in future be continu- 
ed by Mr. Peter B. Gleason, the 
surviving partner. 
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: Donation to the Missionary Society of Connecticut. 
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August 14.Silas Hubbard, collected in new-settlements, $2 5¢ 





4 


? 


